


02
Vol 1, Issue 1

16Jan - 22Jan 2013www.syncmag.ca

MESSAGE FROM
EDITORIAL TEAM 
Dear Reader,

We at Sync welcome you and admire your wisdom for choosing us for your 
reading pleasure. As a discerning reader, you might have lot to choose from 
the reading shelf.  What sets us apart from others is our sole focus on the 
strong South Asian community and keeping its spirit fresh and independent.  
While we don't claim to “cure the cancer” or “bring peace to the world” our 
commitment to you is to give you an unbiased insight into our community, try to 
fill the voids and close the gaps. 

We will bring latest in fashion, food, Bollywood gossip, music, local and 
international trends, and political landscape home and abroad as well as host 
of topics which will captivate your attention and cultivate your reading taste. 
Inside this magazine you will witness style coverage – enhanced, we hope, by 
way of being more useful, more concrete, creative, thorough, helpful and 
packed with information you can act on and enjoy…

The team at Sync has a single-minded mission of creating palpable 
excitement among our readership in a manner which is conducive to our 
community.  Our purpose behind Sync is to provide meaningful material to 
those who yearn for it.  Sync is the new South Asian voice articulating itself, 
written with serious and earnest intent. 

It takes a great deal of perseverance to garner support for hot-button social 
issues among the communities and that's where Sync comes into play. We 
pledge to be objective in our message, focused and study every facet of all 
communities. We're determined to set the creative ball rolling in the right 
direction. Our aim is to bring the communities closer through Sync and show 
what brings us closer, makes our bond stronger, compels each and every one 
of us to do their best and allows us to thrive within the community. 

Finally, thanks to our readers.  We hope you will enjoy reading Sync as much 
as we enjoyed writing, designing and producing it.

Sincerely,
The Syncmag Team

It was supposed to end this last 
Friday on December 21 according 
to that Mayan prophecy but the 
world decided to die another day. 
Perhaps because:

Debangg2:
Salman Khan's Dabangg 2 was 
releasing on the day, you cannot 
keep Chulbul Pandey down he'll put 
you in your place Fevicol se. Come 
to think of it, perhaps that is how the 
Mayans met their end… forget 
history books that's just conspiracy 
theory.

PTI Tsunami:
Do I  hear  Imran Khan fans 
disagreeing? Ah yes, it 's the 

tsunami they will unleash that will 
wipe out the world we know and 
leave an utopia in its wake. 90 days 
to finish corruption, too long people, 
you only need 80 days to go around 
the world. Anyhow, no God would 
be cruel enough to deny us the 
chance of witnessing a tsunami of 
the tweeters, by the tweeters, for 
the tweeters, and sorry, we meant 
people. PTI Chairman Imran Khan 
on Time Magazine Cover: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaaf chief Imran Khan, 
is all set to be the face of Time 
Magazine’s cover this December. 
The internationally recognized, 
Times Magazine did an exclusive 
story on PTI’s Chief Imran Khan 
and his game plan for the upcoming 
e lect ions in Pakistan.  TIME 
magazine had approached their 
Middle East bureau chief Aryn 
Baker, who interviewed Khan for 
her story.

“I was wary of going to 

Pakistan but it turned out to be 

memorable.” JUHI Chawla

So Juhi Chawla was in town with 
industrialist husband Jai Mehta for 
a wedding in the family. It's fairly 
well-known that she is related to 
Pakistani film guru Satish Anand so 

no surprises there. She has also 
been one of the most chilled out 
stars of diva-infested Bollywood so 
one isn't surprised that she kept it 
low-key, sticking to family and 
rumour has it venturing out in a 
burqa to shop. We totally approve!

And then she recounted her journey 
for her followers on Twitter in a 
s t r ing of  tweets day before 
yesterday. “Just landed ... Back in 
Mumbai from Karachi ...to be 
honest I was wary of going to 
Pakistan...but it turned out a nice 
memorable trip .It was a private, 
short, pleasant stay. Loved being 
with my cousins and nieces… 
Observations made by almost 
everyone when they come to 
Pakistan. Going back, Juhi Chawla 
is definitely acting as somewhat of 
an ambassador for Pakistan in 
Bollywood.

Ali Zafar labelled 2nd most 

sexiest Asian man by London 

Newspaper
It's all about understanding the 
cosmic purpose behind everything, 

which the Mayans never did. Now 
that Ali Zafar has been voted at the 

2nd Sexiest Asian Man in the World 
after Hrithik Roshan by Eastern Eye 
magazine of London, Pakistan is 
well and truly poised to take on the 
world. And hopefully soon after this 
miracle takes place we will a 
Pakistani answer to Shah Rukh 
Khan. That will take a long time 
coming, who knows, the world may 
well end before then but lets be 
positive. In the short term, after  a 
rather long time traversing the 
g i lded wind ing pathways of 
Bollywood, Ali Zafar won't be 
b u r s t i n g  i n t o  t e a r s  a t  t h e 
overwhelming thought of Indo-Pak 
dosti.

Is Ishq e Mamnoon, the next 

Humsafar? 
Ideally, one should always be too 
sexy to be a crybaby. Dear TV 
people, you desperately need to 
learn this fine art too. The ratings 
that hunky taste of Turkey Ishq e 
M a m n o o n  g o t  s u r p a s s e d 
everyone's expectations and true to 
our ‘follow the leader’ spirit, dubbed 

foreign plays are poised to be the 
next big thing. So of course the TV 
walas have come to the same 
conclusion as the 
Mayans - that their 
world is going to 
end. Since you are 
reading this, alive 
and well, we can 
assure you that 
none of this will 
happen. Shrewd TV producers will 
pick up on why Ishq e Mamnoon 
worked, it's fast pace being the first 
and foremost thing that set it apart 
from our slow mo melodramas. And 
a new life will be breathed into our 
serials which are too painful to 
watch sometimes. Thora action, 
t h o r i  m a s t i ,  t h o r a  m a g i c  - 
entertainment beyond that morose 
mega success Humsuffer…
W h o  k n o w s ?  M a y b e  s o m e 
Pakistani will make a play someone 
in the great wide beyond wants to 
buy and which becomes a foreign 
legend.
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I f you are reading this, then congratulations… 
The world hasn't ended
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2013 Trends

La Femme

Woman of 2012Woman of 2012

La Jeunes
Thirty four of Pakistan's best and emerging 
fashion designers gathered in London's 
Garden for two days November2012 to show 
off some of the best creative talent in 
Pakistan today. This issue will feature Rani 
Iman and Zeeshan Bariwala.

Rani Imaan
Who Wears Rani Emaan's ?
The Rani Emaan woman is alluring, 
sophisticated and glamorous. Rani Emaan 
pieces bring out red carpet glamour and diva 
quality in the women who wear it.

How it started?
Two friends, Farzeen and Deeba for their 
love and fervor for fashion founded the 

House of Rani Emaan's. The Label Rani 
Emaan's represents the names of the first 
borns to the designer duo to express their 
desire for creating a label for generations to 
come.

Design Philosophy 
Rani Emaan's dresses are like pieces of art 
that are ageless, classic and unique within 
their industry. The two young designers 
create an intelligent hybrid of Asian elegance 
and western glamour of traditional and 
modern designs. The collections from Rani 
Emaan's represent some of the finest and 
most exclusive designs and craftsmanship 
found in South Asia. The pieces show a 
beautiful and unique combination of fabrics, 
colors, embroideries in Resham (Silk), 
Beadwork, Wasli, Zardozi, and semi-
precious stone work. 

Zeesahn Bariwala
Zeshan of ZESHAN BARIWALA (ZB) is the 
emblem of a self made mane. this young 
designer has no life of complacency as a 
background to make his works of art lack in 
vibrancy and vivacity. Instead, his designs 
burst forth in all their glory, standing as a 
testimony to the hard work and perseverance 
of their Creator. “ZB” has a deep rooted 
passion for fashion designing, and his utmost 
dedication is exemplified by the fact that he 
completed his education by self finance.

He started his business with heavy bridal 
orders which reaped very positive results. 
The overwhelming positive response has led 
him to extend the scope of his forte to 
encompass everything bridal. Meticulously 
crafted and scrupulously cut, each gown, 

formal and semi formal hangs like an 
absolute masterpiece. The pure fabric lends 

an air of unmatched luxury to the ensemble, 
and the resulting effect is like a dream.

In short, ZB is the one brand that can be 
counted on to keep the clients' demands at 
the forefront. “ZB” is a master technician, who 
can play with colors, cuts and fabrics to 
achieve *exactly* the required result. To say 
he is visionary would be an understatement.

Trends should not be confused with fads, 
which are fickle, but should be seen as the 
undercurrents that drive what you see.

The globe seems to be shrinking, and other 
cultures no 
longer seem as distant or foreign - whether 
it's fashion, music or interior design.

Sequins
The year 2012 was all about sparkling 
sequins. All the key designer collections 
shown at different fashion weeks, home and 
abroad, offered dresses sparkling with 
stupendous splashes of sequins - whether it's 
shirts or trousers or tee-shirts or 'kurtas'. 
Sequins also dominated the scene in 
accessories. Sequined clutches, hand bags 
and satchels along with sequined pumps 
were a rage among fashionistas in 2012. 
According to fashion pundits sequins will still 
be popular in 2013.  

Lace
This is a 'finished' trend we are talking about. 
This dainty, vintage style became an instant 
hit in a big way in 2012. It's a little dressier and 
more polished. There are lacey peplum 
dresses and tops, lace pants and lace tops 
with prints on them. Once only reserved for 
formal wear, lace is now showing up 
everywhere. And in year 2013 we are 
expecting this trend to persist.

Orange
Every year color experts nominate a color of 
the year, and 2012 had been declared the 
year of orange. We spotted this trend and 
there were all shades of orange everywhere. 
Anything from the orange family was hot in 
2012 - from necklaces, lipstick, shoes, 
clothes, jewellery, bags, to even hair. Orange 
widely appeared also on pleated fabrics. 

There were lots of accessories available in 
eye-catching orange in the market like belts, 
orange-framed sunglasses, handbags, 
scarves etc. Orange nail lacquers, orange 
lipsticks and even orange eye-shadows were 
also very in among fashion savvy women! 

Gangnam Style
In music 2012 was undoubtedly the year of 
'Gangnam Style'. This video by South Korean 
rapper Psy became the most-watched 
YouTube video of all time in November when 
it surpassed teenage pop star Justin Bieber's 
804 million views for 'Baby'. 'Gangnam Style' 
also holds the title of most liked video in 
YouTube history with more than 2 million 
'likes', according to the Guinness Book of 
World Records, which recognized the 
achievement in September 2012.

ZUMBA
Zumba - a form of dance workout - was 
among the top fitness trends for 2012. Zumba 

first appeared on the list of potential trends in 
2010, but in 2012 this dance form gained 
immense popularity among fitness freaks. 
These days, it's hard to escape ZUMBA 
class, which combines interval training with 
complex Latin dance moves to a fast-paced 
beat. 

Sharmeen Obaid Chinoy (born 1978), is an 
Emmy and Oscar award-winning Pakistani-
Canadian journalist and documentary 
filmmaker. She won an Academy Award for 
her documentary, Saving Face in 2012. She 
won an Emmy for her documentary, Pakistan: 
Children of the Taliban in 2010. She is also 
the first non-American to win the Livingston 
Award for Young Journalists.

Loans and Bursaries Program 
The Loans and Bursaries Program is meant 
for full-time students or students deemed full-
time in occupational training, college or 
university programs. In all cases, enrolment 
must be in an educational institution that is 
recognized by the Minister of Education, 
Recreation and Sports. The purpose of the 
program is to enable individuals with 
insufficient financial resources to pursue their 
studies by providing financial assistance. 
Students do, however, retain primary 
responsibility for the cost of their education.

The earlier, the better! 
By filing your 2012-2013 application for 
student financial assistance now,  you will 
reduce processing delays. The earlier you file 
your application, it If you wish to pursue post 
secondary studies but lack the necessary 
financial resources, you may be considering 
applying for student financial assistance. 

will improve your chances of receiving it by 
the beginning of the academic year.
Link : www.afe.gouv.qc.ca/en/index.asp

How to be safe while Tobogganing:
Though it’s a fun sport, Sledding and tobogganing 
can be dangerous.  So here are some safety tips 
from the Canadian Pediatric Society:
 Children under 5 should never go down a hill 

alone — an adult should accompany them.
 Kids should always wear a ski or hockey helmet 

— not a bicycle helmet — while sledding. 
Bicycle helmets are only tested up to -10ºC 
(14ºF) and need to be replaced after one crash. 
If you use a hockey helmet, make sure it meets 
the criteria of the Canadian Standards 
Association.

 Never use a sled with sharp or jagged edges. 
Inspect sleds at the beginning of every winter to 
make sure they are in good condition with 
secure handholds.

 Never sled on or near roadways. Look for 
shallow slopes that are free of trees, fences or 
any other obstacles.

 Always sit up or kneel on a sled — lying down 
can increase the risk of injury to the head, spine 
and even stomach.

 Use a sled that you can steer rather than a 
snow disc or inner tube — it’s safer and will 
provide much better control. (To improve 
safety, some hills in Montreal offer special, 
roped off tracks just for inner tube use).

 Avoid sledding on crowded slopes.
 Sled during the day. If you do bring your family 

sledding at night, make sure the hill is well lit.
 Slide down the middle of the hill and climb up 

along the sides. Remember to watch for other 
sledders and move quickly out of the way once 
you reach the bottom of the hill.

 
Locations around Montreal:
Bois de Liesse Nature Park
9432 Gouin Blvd. W., Pierrefonds
(Pitfield Visitor Centre), (514) 280-6729

Beaconsfield Golf Club
49 Golf Ave, Pointe Claire

Île de la Visitation Nature Park
2425 Gouin Blvd. E., Montreal, (514) 280-6733

Mount Royal Park - Beaver Lake Pavillon
2000 Remembrance Rd., Montreal, (514) 
843-8240 • www.lemontroyal.qc.ca 
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Bollywood's Promising New Entrants
Established stars are constantly challenged 
by promising newcomers in Bollywood and 

this year was no different with a crop of 
talented actors making their debut.Some of 
the hits like Barfi!, Ishaqzaade, Jannat 2, 
J ism 2,  Vicky Donor and Gangs of 
Wasseypur launched many new faces in 
Bollywood.

Names like Arjun Kapoor, Esha Gupta, 
Sunny Leone, Ileana D'Cruz and Ayushmann 

Khurrana, Yami Gautam and Huma Qureshi 
got a thumbs up from the audience along with 
critical acclaim for their performances.

Filmmaker-producer Karan Johar made his 
directorial comeback in Student Of The Year 
with three newcomers - Alia Bhatt, Siddharth 
Malhotra and Varun Dhawan.
Alia Bhatt is the daughter of Mahesh Bhatt 
and Soni Razdan. She came to audition for 
the film directly from her school. Amused by 
her dancing skills, Johar roped her in,  
making her the youngest newcomer of this 
year. Just 19, Alia already has two big films in 
her kitty. Another promising newcomer from 
the film, Varun, is son of veteran director 
David Dhawan.

Huma Qureshi may not have a toned body 
like other actresses but she wowed one and 
all with her acting in Anurag Kashyap's 
Gangs Of Wasseypur1 & 2. The actress was 
praised for her subtle performance as the 
wife of a gangster. She also gave another hit 
with Luv Shuv Tey Chicken Khurana.

Another revelation this year was Kingfisher 
model Diana Penty, who made her debut in 
Saif Ali Khan film Cocktail. The film had a 
good run at the box office, while Diana's song 
'Tum Hi Ho Bandhu' topped the charts and 
her coy-conservative Meera act was also 
praised.

Zoya Akhtar on Talaash
Filmmaker Zoya Akhtar strongly believes in 
Bollywood's star system and feels it has 
helped the industry build an identity in the 
map of world cinema.

"Star system is important. If you see 
worldwide, India, Hollywood and China -- all 
these three (film) industries have a star 
system. Rest (of the film) industries like 
Europe and other countries don't have stars 
and their (film) industries are dying," Zoya 
said.

Having directed film stars Hrithik Roshan and 
Abhay Deol and her younger brother Farhan 
Akhtar, Zoya said India has survived 
Hollywood because "we have our language; 
we have our own style, so our audience 
would want to see a Shah Rukh Khan and not 
Tom Cruise".

"Our star system has made our industry grow. 
So I definitely have a lot of respect for that 
and I understand that," the 40-year-old said.  
Then, who according to her is a film star?

"They are called stars because no matter 
what the film is, they get an opening. Stars 
pull people. But having said that, stars want 
to cater to their audience by doing what has 
worked before. So you can't make too many 
films with them because they (stars) don't 
want to experiment. They want that safety 
and that is the problem," said Zoya.

"In this case, Aamir Khan is a little different," 
she said, on her experience of working with 
him in Talaash, which released on November 
30. Zoya co-wrote the film with director 
Reema Kagti, experimenting for the first time 
with the suspense genre. "My challenges 
were to keep the story engaging, give depth 
to the characters and also focus on their 
emotional chord. Our audience relate to 
emotional quotient. So, if you don't connect 
them emotionally, they will not watch (a film)," 
she said. Zoya, the daughter of poet-lyricist 
Javed Akhtar and script writer Honey Irani, 
has written and directed Luck By Chance 
(2009) and Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara (2011).
She said she would like a balance of 

commercially viable and critically acclaimed 
projects.

“I feel both are important. Commercial 
success is important. But if I make a film and it 
makes money, but if the audience says they 
didn't like it at all, I will be disappointed. I want 
everybody to watch my films and like it," she 
said.

"Matru Ki Bijlee Ka Mandola" is a political 
satire. The film begins with Mr. Mandola and 
his drinking companion, Matru, creating 
havoc.
 

"Matru Ki Bijlee Ka Mandola", belongs to 
feudal lord, Hukum Singh Mandola aka Harry 
(Pankaj Kapur) from the first frame, literally. 
Harry harbours the dream of selling his 
agricultural land for industrialisation and 
development, not sparing a thought to the 
villagers' plight.
 
But that is only when he is sober. But after 
taking alcohol, he is a changed man, 
completely transformed. The socialist in him 
surfaces and incredibly, he challenges his 
own feudal self, wanting to help his villagers.
 
He is not the only one wanting to help the 
poor vi l lagers. Matru (Imran Khan), 
Mandola's driver-cum-assistant and his 
partner in crime, too is egalitarian and wants 
to help the villagers save their land.
 
There is Mao, a faceless well-wisher, who 
manages to offer timely help to the villagers. 
And there is Mandola's foreign educated 
daughter Bijlee (Anushka Sharma) too 
joining in the revolution.

Inkaar    18th January , 2013
Arjun Rampal, Chitrangada Singh, Gaurav Dwivedi

Race 2   25th January , 2013
Saif Ali Khan, Deepika Padukone, John Abraham, 
Jacqueline Fernandez, Anil Kapoor, Ameesha Patel

David   1st February , 2013
Vikram, Lara Dutta, Vinay Virmani, Neil Nitin Mukesh, 
Tabu

Special Chabbis  1th February , 2013
Akshay Kumar, Kajal Aggarwal, Manoj Bajpayee, 
Anupam Kher, Jimmy Shergill

Hit Parade:
This was easily one of the most profitable 
years for Bollywood  with eight films crossing 
the Rs100-crore mark. The year recorded an 
equally high number of hits and super hits 
too.  And giving takkar to the commercial 
masala fare at the box office were surprise 
winners in hatke films like Barfi!Vicky Donor, 
Paan Singh Tomar and Oh My God! among 
others. The year also saw character actors 
like Paresh Rawal and Nawazuddin Siddique 
being accepted in the lead roles.

Women on Top:
Actresses stepped out of the shadows of 
their heroes to claim their own place under 
the sun. With 
films like 
Kahaani, 
English 
Vinglish, they 
proved that 
they don't need 
a hero to draw 
footfalls in 
theatres. They 
even stepped 
out of their 
stereotypical 
avatars and 
broke away 
from playing 
the 
quintessential 
second fiddle roles. Several other films, 
even though not women-centric saw them 
take centrestage like Barfi, Raaz 3, Gangs 
of Wasseypur and Ishaqzaade. The year 
set the ball rolling for them and next year 
will only see their roles get bigger and 
better.

Brawl'ywood
Like every year, Bollywood had its share of 
controversies in 2012 too. But this time 
around, most of them centered around high-
profile public spats, brawls and fall-outs. 
Right from Saif Ali Khan's brawl at a hotel to 
Shah Rukh Khan-Shrish Kunder slapgate 
incident. It did not end  there for SRK, who got 
into a tussle with a guard at Wankhede 
stadium. And more recently, his film Jab Tak 
Hai Jaan was in a legal wrangle with Ajay 
Devgn's Son of Sardaar. Priyanka Chopra's 
fall-out and patch-up with Karan Johar also 
hogged much limelight.

Band, Baajaa, Baarat
The year saw three high-profile Bollywood 
weddings. Riteish Deshmukh tied the knot 
with girlfriend, actress Genelia D'Souza and 
Esha Deol got married to businessman 
Bharat Takhtani. Two of the Bollywood 
reigning beauties also got hitched in 2012. 
Vidya Balan married Siddharth Roy Kapur, 
while Kareena Kapoor married actor Saif Ali 
Khan.

Bidding adieu
2012 had several veterans bid adieu to the 
world. Superstar Rajesh Khanna, legendary 
filmmaker Yash Chopra, sitar legend Pt Ravi 
Shankar, actors Dara Singh, Joy Mukherjee, 
Achala Sachdev, AK Hangal are some of the 
stalwarts industry will miss.

SYNCTAINMENT
Bollywood 2012:

Upcoming Movies

Movie of The Week
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2012 REWIND 366 Days:
2012 was a leap year which means we had 
an extra day at our disposal to make 
advances in Science; make daring feats; 
come together to raise voice against 
oppression and injustice. The world rolled 
along the same as ever as humanity 
continued its free fall for yet another year in 
2012.

Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee:
60th anniversary of 
Queen  E l i zabe th 
access ion  to  the 
t h r o n e  w a s  a n 
important event of 
2012. Amongst all the 
other controversies 
Kate learnt the hard 
way that paparazzi is 
everywhere.

The Scream’ Is Auctioned for a 
Record $119.9 Million
The sale of pastel version of EDVARD 
MUNCH’s THE SCREAM set a world record, 
earning the highest nominal price for a 
painting at auction. This news definitely got a 
reaction from the readers because each 
reader had the same facial expression as the 
one in the picture.  

The Top Three:
“The avengers” raked in $1.5 billion at the 
box office, becoming the most successful film 
of the year. Batman movie “The Dark Knight 
Rises” and the BOND film “Skyfall” ended up 
second and third on 2012’s highest grossing 
list.

Summer Olympics 2012:
The 2012 summer Olympics were held in 
London, where the best physical specimens 
of humankind gathered to make the rest of us 
feel like unfit, lazy slobs. Wrecking our self 
esteem.

Curiosity Landing:
NASA’s Curiosity rover landed in the GALE 
Crater on Mars, travelling thousands of miles 
to search for a friend, only to find that nobody 
was home. Anyways the MARTIANS did not 
show up to welcome it.

Innocence Of Muslim Trailer:
The trailer for the the film “Innocence of 
Muslim trailer” on you tube caused anger in 
the Muslim world and led to protests all over 
the globe resulting in many deaths It was 
blocked by some countries including 
Pakistan.

Iphone 5 Release:
Apple released its Iphone 5 smart phone so 
that everyone could start speculating about 
Iphone 6. Fans rushed to stores on the day of 
its release because they were concerned it 
would be outdated by the time they reached 
the store .

Us Presidential Elections:
US Barack Obama won a second term in 
office, defeating Republican challenger Mitt 
Romney. A few days later, CIA Director David 
Petraeus resigned after having an extra-
marital affair. Yes, a man cheated on his wife, 
our lack of shock is astounding… What more 
could news networks ask for

Malala Assassination Attempt:

14 year old student and education activist 

Malala Yousefzai was shot 
a n d  i n j u r e d  i n  a n 
assassination attempt. Pop 
star Madonna, never one to 
shy from weighing in on the 
issue of the day, expressed 
her disgust in a way only 
Madonna can. In the midst 
of a performance of her 
song "Human Nature" song 
at the Staples Center the 
day  o f  t he  a t tack ,  t o 
emphasize her point later in 
t h e  s h o w,  t h e  Vo g u e 
hitmaker rolled down her 
trousers to reveal the word 
"Malala" scrawled across 
the small of her back..

12-12-12:
At 12:12 PM on the 12th day of the 12 month 
of the year 2012 nothing noteworthy 
happened.

Apocalypse Averted:
The Mayans lost all credibility as the world 
failed to 
come to 
an end on 
21st 
December . 
So the 
world did 
not end 
but keep 
your 
hopes up. 
Doomsday enthusiasts –Maybe the world 
will end in 2013, let’s keep our fingers 
crossed.

March 1, 2013 is the deadline for 
contributing to an RRSP for the 2012 tax 
year.  Registered Retirement Savings 
Plan (RRSP) 
An RRSP is a retirement savings plan that 
you establish, that we register, and to which 
you or your spouse or common-law partner 
contribute. Deductible RRSP contributions 
can be used to reduce your tax.

Any income you earn in the RRSP is usually 
exempt from tax as long as the funds remain 

in the plan; you generally have to pay tax 
when you receive payments from the plan.

Setting up an RRSP 
You set up a registered retirement savings 
plan through a financial institution such as a 
bank, credit union, trust or insurance 
company. Your financial institution will advise 
you on the types of RRSP and the 
investments they can contain.
You may want to set up a spousal or 
common-law partner RRSP. This type of plan 
can help ensure that retirement income is 
more evenly split between both of you. The 
benefit is greatest if a higher-income spouse 
or common-law partner contributes to an 
RRSP for a lower-income spouse or 
common-law partner. The contributor 
receives the short term benefit of the tax 
deduction for the contributions, while the 
annuitant, who is likely to be in a lower tax 
bracket during retirement, receives the 
income and reports it on his or her tax return.

You may want to set up a self-directed RRSP 
if you prefer to build and manage your own 
investment portfolio by buying and selling a 
variety of different types of investments. If 
you are considering this type of RRSP, be 
sure to consult with your financial institution.

Age limit for contributing to an RRSP
December 31 of the year you turn 71 year of 
age is the last day you can make a 
contribution to your RRSP. You can 
contribute to an RRSP under which your 
spouse or common-law partner is the 
annuitant until the end of the year your 
spouse or common-law partner turns 71. 
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