


Syncmag held an exclusive dinner for the Team:
Following the very successful launch of of the first edition of 
Syncmag, our team invited the board of directors for an exclusive 
dinner to commemorate the mission of Syncmag  to create 
palpable excitement among our readership in a manner which is 
conducive to our community and to garner support for hot-button 
social issues.

The meeting was a success and close to our objective to involve 
communities and the youth to participate in these measures. The 
dinner was attended by Naseer Mehdi Khan, Zameer Aajiz, Hayee 
Bukhari, Sadia Sajid, Paul Aswathi; Zaheer Fancy, M Hanif, Rana 
Mushtaq,  Arshad Meer and  Akhtar Naseem.
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Millions of youth want Rahul gandhi as PM 
candidate in 2014
Union Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia on Friday 
joined the chorus for Rahul Gandhi as Prime 
Ministerial candidate in 2014, saying the demand 

not only reflected feeling in the Congress party, 
but also those of millions of youth across the 
country. After months of anticipation and clamor 
within the Congress, Rahul was appointed vice-
president of the part as Congress got into battle 
mode for the 2014 polls.The party has also said 
his role in the 2014 Lok Sabha polls would be 
decided later. The party has stopped short of 
naming Rahul either as its face in the 2014 polls or 
as its Prime Ministerial candidate, obviously, 
giving itself time to see how the political scenario 
pans out in the run up to the polls. 

Even the parking meters find it too cold; 
there is an APP for that!!!!
How cold is it? Cold enough that parking pay 
stations malfunctioned in certain spots downtown. 
A couple of hundred of them it turns 

out.Stationnement de Montréal, the folks who 
oversee the meters and the pay stations, were 
fielding calls Thursday from customers who were 
unable to “feed the meter” because of glitches 
related to the fourth day of an intense cold snap. 
Repeated punching of the code identifying the 
parking spot used did not compute on streets such 
as Mansfield. The stations are solar powered. The 
batteries are freezing. So if you had problems with 
a meter and you get a ticket, what are your 
chances of wiggling out of it? There is a phone app 
for paying the meter. WHAT??? You can now pay 
a parking meter in Montreal with a smartphone.  
The new remote parking payment solution P 
Mobile Service by Stationnement de Montreal, 
and powered by TC Media, enables users to pay 
for or renew their payment on their parking space 
from their smartphone or computer.It will allow you 
to pay using a credit card if you have downloaded 
the mobile application (which works on 
Blackberrys, iPhones and Android phones). You 
can also access the payment portal on a regular 
computer. The app will remind you 15 minutes 

before your parking time is up to top up the 
payment in order to avoid getting a ticket.The only 
hitch and it’s a big one: you’ll have to pay 40 cents 
per transaction. Since many people spent about a 
dollar or two on parking per shot, this is probably a 
very steep pill to swallow. I suspect the price will 
actually be prohibitive for most people. 

Dawson student offered job, scholarship
Computer-science student Hamed Al-Khabaz 
expelled Nov. 14 from CEGEP
Is it cynical to supect that counteracting the bad 
publicity was the only motivation for Skytech to 
offer Ahmed a job? Or to suspect that Dawson is 
using confidentiality as a smokescreen? 
He’s been called a criminal, a liar, a hacker and a 
thief. He was kicked out of school and saw his 
academic record go up in smoke last fall, but now it 
appears Ahmed Al-Khabaz will have the last 
laugh.
The 20-year-old computer science student was 
expelled from Dawson College in November after 
stumbling upon a potentially disastrous security 
flaw in the school’s computer system. Al-Khabaz 
was working on a mobile application for Dawson’s 
website when he discovered a weakness that 
could have jeopardized the personal information 
of more than 250,000 students.
After persisting in his inquiry, Al-Khabaz claims he 

was threatened with legal action by the CEO of 
Skytech Communications, the company that runs 
Dawson’s site and the websites of more than 100 
CEGEPs and universities. On Monday, after Al-
Khabaz’s struggle gained international notoriety, 
Skytech seemed to have a change of heart.

Hydro Usage 
Hydro usage records continue to be smashed as 
the big chill envelops Montreal. Once again, a new 
bar has been raised for consumption of electricity, 
and the utility company is asking consumers to 
avoid overwhelming the grid by not using large 
appliances during peak hours.The previous 
record for peak usage of 37,717 megawatts was 
surpassed Wednesday Jan 23 morning, at 38,900 
megawatts, and Wednesday night usage went 
even higher, hitting the 39,120 mark. At the time of 
this new milestone, the temperature was minus 
23C in Montreal. The usage numbers were 
expected to be even higher Thursday 
night.Washers, dryers and dishwashers use the 
most watts, and that’s why Hydro wants us to 
avoid using those appliances during the peak 
morning hours (7 to 9 a.m.) and the evening (4 to 8 
p.m.).In a show of solidarity its family time; sale of 
heating devices is on the rise….

Lady In Red:
Michelle Obama shone bright as the Lady in Red 
at the inaugural ball, the first couple was 
serenaded by musicians Marc Anthony, Jennifer 
Hudson, .fun and many more.The Obamas 
celebrated their second term as the First Family of 
the United States with the customary Inaugural 
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Ball. The excitement really was about the first lady, 
Michelle Obama, who sported a new haircut for the 
Swearing-In Ceremony and reached its pinnacle as the 

fashion media speculated 
her designer and style of 
choices for the grand 
inaugural ball. 
Once again Michelle kept it 
all-American as she wore a 
red dress by Jason Wu: a 
long halter-neck ruby 
chiffon custom gown with 
velvet details and an armful 
of sparkly bangles. She 
wore Jimmy Choo shoes, 
and a ring by Kimberly 

McDonald.
She settled on Wu's design after having gone through 
15 submissions by various designers; Wu also 
designed Michelle's first inaugural ball dress. After 
having launched the career of the then under-the-radar 
designer, fashionistas thought Michelle would use the 
opportunity to establish another relatively unknown 
designer. Women can easily replicate the look for chic 
and stylish day wear and that's how she wins the vote for 
fashionable mass appeal.

Salman signs record Rs.500 crore deal with 

STAR
Blockbuster star Salman Khan has set a new record by 
signing a Rs.500 crore deal with Star TV Network India 
for the television broadcast rights of his upcoming films. 
Post 2009 blockbuster "Wanted", the 47-year-old's 
career is going from strength to strength. In the last five 
years, he has churned out a string of successful films - 
"Ready", "Dabangg", "Bodyguard", "Ek Tha Tiger" and 
"Dabangg 2" - all these films earned over Rs.100 crore 
at the box office.
Hemal Jhaveri, general manager at Star Gold, told 
IANS: "Yes, we have 
signed a deal with Salman 
Khan and whoever asks 
me why Salman, I would 
only say why not Salman 
Khan? His past box office 
r e c o r d  h a s  b e e n  
outstanding and his film, 
which has been premiered 
on TV, is exceptional."
"He still has the highest 
r e c o r d  f o r  h i s  f i l m  
'Bodyguard' which had the 
highest rating so far," he 
added.
According to the deal, the channel would own exclusive 
TV broadcast rights of Salman's all new films.
"The deal is from 2013 onwards where all his films in 
which he acts, produces or be part of, we will have the 
broadcast rights exclusively with us," said Jhaveri.
Salman, who is right now having some health issues 

and is likely to fly to the US for treatment, has handful of 
films in his kitty - "Kick", "No Entry Mein Entry" and 
Sooraj Barjatya's next untitled film among others. He 
will start shooting for them soon.  

Salman Rushdie on “Midnight's Children”
"Nothing is unfilmable," says author Salman Rushdie, 
whose "Midnight's Children", an epic Indian tale of 
partition, independence and emergency told with 
touches of magical realism, has been turned into a 
movie by Deepa Mehta. Rushdie, known as a 
controversial author whose "Satanic Verses" was 
banned in India, wrote the screenplay and did the 
narration for the movie based on his book said he 
"learned a great deal" during the 
process. He says he is an admirer 
of Deepa Mehta's body of work 
and their "friendship grew deeper" 
as the movie progressed.“We 
were not pulling in different 
directions, but trying to make the 
same film, and our friendship grew 
much deeper as the work 
progressed," Rushdie said in an 
interview, adding that he has so far 
n o t  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  
direction."Midnight's Children" revolves around the life 
of Salim Sinai, who is born at the stroke of midnight on 
Aug 15, 1947. Starring actors like Satya Bhabha, 
Shabana Azmi, Seema Biswas, Kulbhushan 
Kharbanda, and Darsheel Safary, "Midnight's Children" 
is releasing in India Feb 1. According to Rusdhie, 
Seema as Mary Pereira "is simply incredible”

Ahsan Khan hosts Fear Factor
Okay... so now we will be seeing some of our favourite 
Pakistani celebrities turning into stuntwomen. The 
women we have seen crying on TV, romancing the hero 
or bitching about the other women will now be our 
Rambos and Terminators. Yes, Fear Factor is now 
coming to Pakistan and is featuring TV divas like 
Mehwish Hayat, Zeba Ali, Sana Askari, film star Sana, 
Madiha and Ayesha. We still have to wait and see if 
Madiha mentioned is Madiha Ishtiaq and Ayesha is 
Ayesha Khan or someone else. All the celebrity 
contestants are not named yet but what we know for 
sure is who will be hosting the show. Our very own 
Ahsan Khan. Yes, the guy who has worked with nearly 
every director of Pakistan's entertainment industry, 
done hosting for a number of shows and has modelled 
for various products and brands is now all set to host 

Pakistan's Fear Factor. We don't doubt his hosting 
abilities as he is a hot favourite amongst the hosts for 
special occasions. Be it Eid or any sponsored shows; 
you will find him sitting on any of the entertainment 
channel talking to the guests and making them 
comfortable. He even hosted a show in Ramadan, this 
year. But Fear Factor will be a new experience 
altogether as its theme is extremely exhilarating and 
adventurous. Let's see how Ahsan Khan keeps up with 
this job. Currently, it's said that he and the team is in 
Thailand for the shooting of the show. Just can't wait to 

watch Fear Factor with our local celebrities. Till then, 
keep your fingers crossed!

Vancouver to host new Bollywood Awards
B.C. Premier Christy Clark has confirmed the province 
will spend $9.5 million to host the first-ever Times of 
India Film Awards at BC Place in Vancouver this April.
Rumors about announcement had been circulating 
since last week, but on Tuesday morning Clark 
announced events linked to the awards will be held 
across metro Vancouver from April 4 to 6.

Clark said hundreds of millions of people are expected 
to watch the Bollywood awards on television, along with 
added exposure in the various publications of the Times 
Group.
"This is a tremendous economic opportunity for British 
Columbia to reach new markets — one that we will take 
advantage of," said Clark.
The government will spend an additional $1.5 million to 
host a B.C.–India business forum and other trade 
events during the awards.
Altogether the events are expected to generate 
between $13 million and $18 million in spending in B.C., 
said Clark.

Nargis Fakhri 
The latest buzz is that Rockstar babe Nargis Fakhri and 
Dhoom boy Uday Chopra are to set to get married this 
year.  The rumour of these two dating has been around 
for a long time, and little nuggets have escaped revently, 
like Nargis is learning to cook for Uday - well the secret 
is out! And who learns to cook for 'just a friend' anyway! 
The couple was seen together numerous times in public 
and Uday had also gifted Nargis a lot of YRF comics. 
That is the true gift of love, who needs jewelry? Nargis 
had tweeted: “I'm totally not into comic books but my 
friend just sent me his new stuff I can't put it down! It's 

awesome.” Well, now we all know who that friend was. 
The couple Nargis, 33 and Uday, 39 and according to 
Filmfare, a source close to the couple, confirms that 
Nargis Fakhri and Uday Chopra are thinking of tying the 
knot in March 2013. The news is official and the couple's 
families have met too and they are happy that their kids 
have found love. Congratulations to the couple!
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Thirty four of Pakistan's best and emerging fashion 
designers gathered in London's Garden for two days 
November2012 to show off some of the best creative 
talent in Pakistan today. This issue will feature Mona 
Imran and Nomi Ansari:

Mona Imran:
Mona Imran is well known for her bridal dresses. Still 
quite early in the career of fashion design but she has 
surely made a mark on at bridal wear platform.

Her ethnic collection includs farshis, churidars and 
aizaars which are hit. What makes her successful is the 
attention to details, there's just perfect amount of work 
on her pieces, neither too simple nor too much.

Nomi Ansari:
Nomi Ansari emerged on the scene in 2001 and in under a 
decade, the Nomi Ansari brand has become one of the 
most sought-after labels in Pakistan From the moment he 
arrived, Nomi Ansari caught the public's attention with his 
ultra-vibrant palette. His clothes were fun and funky, and at
the same time had a distinctly ethnic touch that appealed to 
tastes from across the spectrum. It is an appeal that he has 
consistently maintained. Today, his highly inventive colour 
combinations and detailed craftsmanship with intricate 
embellishments have become his signature style In 2006, 
Nomi Ansari launched his prêt line, DNA, which shared the 

core traits of his hallmark brilliance but made it accessible 
to a much wider audience. DNA embodies a multitude of 
different styles, catering to people of diverse aesthetics 
and fashion sensibilities with equal ease. Nomi Ansari's 
collections are available in Karachi, Lahore, Islamabad, 

Dubai, Chicago, and Singapore.

IN THE LINE OF BEAUTY:
Dynamic mother-daughter Duo of Daniella and 
Janie From Pakistan:
No visit to Islamabad is complete without visiting 
Daniella’s, a beauty salon with a long tradition of keeping 
Islamabadis all polished and primped up. Some of its most 
famous clients include the late Benazir Bhutto, Margaret 
Thatcher and Hilary Clinton. Daniella’s has a headstart not 
only on expertise but at giving the customer- and every 

customer- the extra personal touch. Begums complaining 
about their spendthrift daughters in- law, upcoming family 
shadis, and summer vacations in London and Dubai, even 
foreign policy- just name it, at Daniella’s you hear it all.
The dynamic mother-daughter duo of Daniella and Janie 
undoubtedly run the best salon in Islamabad and in Dubai. 
Though Janie is living in Dubai for past 10 years she I still 
consider Islamabad as home.
 
Q: Janie, your family has been a part of Islamabad for over 
40 years now. Would you call Islamabad home?
Though I have been living in Dubai for past 10 years I still 
consider Islamabad home. My parents are based in 
Islamabad where my mother is running her famous 
Daniellas Signature Salon.

Q: Can less be more for the Pakistani bride?
Traditional look and feel is still most popular which I think is 
due to the family influence. I think given a choice, brides 
would prefer lighter more natural make up. You can see this 
trend in the bridal jewelry being where instead of more than 
2 necklace pieces they are going for one.

Q: You are based in Dubai now. What would you say the 
difference is- if any- between Islamabad and Dubai and 
abroad?
Dubai is melting pot of different cultures and nationalities. 
There are more than 180 nationalities living in Dubai. This 
helps evolve a dynamic fashion environment. Biggest 
brands from the world fashion and beauty are present in 
Dubai. I have learnt a lot by being part of this city which has 
expanded my horizon.

Q: What does elegance mean to you?
Elegance to me is gracefulness and simplicity.

Q: Of the famous clientele you and your mother have had, 
who would stand out?
Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto and Hilary Clinton.

Q: What should every woman have in her beauty regime?
Starting with drinking plenty of water for the day! Good face 
cleanser, mild scrub, toner, hydrating face cream.

Q: You are a constant presence in the tabloids in Dubai, 
often shaking a leg with the Bollywood brigade. Your 
favorite stars?
They are professional people and have a great sense of 
humor!  Actors I would say, Akshay Kumar, Salman Khan, 
Hritik Roshan, Amir Khan and Shahrukh Khan. Actresses, I 
would say Kareena Kapoor, Ashwariya Rai, Vidya Balan.

Q: Would you cater to North Amererican requests for Bridal 
makeup?
Why not, feel free to contact me on facebook or at:
Janie Liang Beauty Salon
Shop 17, Central building, St 15,
Mirdif, Dubai
+97142845030
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Some of us celebrate it with great devotion and 
diligence, while some of us are against it with an equally 
great vengeance. Some say it is our religious duty while 
others say it is nothing but bid'ah.
People argue about it. Families split up, friends forsake 
each other. And sometimes people literally fight over it 
and hurt one another.
So what is it that I am talking about?
I am talking about celebrating the birthday of the 
Prophet (Sal AllaahuAlaiyhiwaSallam), the Mawlid or 
Milad, as some of us say.

Yes, the 12th of Rabi-ul-Awwal came and went. But, 
ever wondered..... what is the reality regarding the 
celebration of the birth of our beloved Prophet anyway?

Let's examine the facts.
First of all, whenever a Muslim is faced with a problem or 
confusing situation, what are we supposed to do? 
Allaah tells us:
“O you who believe! Obey Allaah and obey the 
Messenger (Muhammad), and those of you (Muslims) 
who are in authority. (And) if you differ in anything 
amongst yourselves, refer it to Allaah and His 
Messenger, if you believe in Allaah and in the Last Day. 
That is better and more suitable for final determination” 
[Nisaa’:59] 

Referring it to Allaah and His Messenger means to turn 
to Allaah's Book and the Sunnah of the Prophet (Sal 
AllaahuAlaiyhiwaSallam).

1. What does the Qur'aan say about the Mawlid?
Nothing. Yes that's right.....NOTHING. There is 
absolutely nothing in the Qur'aan that tells us to 
celebrate the birthday of the Prophet (Sal 
AllaahuAlaiyhiwaSallam). Not one single ayah.
You see, all acts of worship are tawqeefi which means 
that they are not subject to personal opinion and it is not 
permissible to do any acts of worship except those 
which are approved by Sharee'ah. So, for example, I 
cannot pick a special day or time, and start celebrating 
that day as a form of worship. Why? Because there is 

nothing in the Sharee'ah that permits me to do that. 
Also, I cannot start praying three raka'ah for Fajr from 
tomorrow, even if I want to worship Allaah more, 
because Fajr Salah is only two rakaat as commanded 
upon us by the Sharee'ah.
And similarly, if there is no order for us to celebrate the 
birthday of the Prophet (Sal AllaahuAlaiyhiwaSallam), 
then we shouldn't.

In fact, the Prophet (Sal AllaahuAlaiyhiwaSallam) said: 
“Whoever innovates anything in this matter of ours (i.e., 
Islam), that is not part of it will have it rejected.” 
(Bukhaari).

Now someone might argue that we don't celebrate the 
Mawlid/Milad as an act of worship. So let's see what 
other evidences we have.

2. What does the Sunnah say about it? 
Again, there is nothing in the Sunnah of the Prophet (Sal 
AllaahuAlaiyhiwaSallam) that shows us that the 
Prophet (Sal AllaahuAlaiyhiwaSallam) EVER 
celebrated his birthday or that of his wives, children, or 
Sahaabah. There is not a single hadeeth that tells us 
that he (Sal AllaahuAlaiyhiwaSallam) thought this day 
was significant enough to celebrate it.
Just think.....if there was any good in doing so, wouldn't 
he would have done so himself and wouldn't he have 
ordered the Sahaabah to do so?
And obviously, it is not possible that he (Sal 
AllaahuAlaiyhiwaSallam) forgot to tell us about it, 
Aoodhubillaah!

Did the Sahaabah celebrate the Mawlid/Milad?
The Sahaabah were witnesses to the revelation of the 
Qur'aan. They had the Prophet right in front of their 
eyes. They ate, drank, sat, slept, talked, walked, lived 
with the Prophet (Sal AllaahuAlaiyhiwaSallam). If they 
misunderstood anything or were mistaken, the Prophet 
(Sal AllaahuAlaiyhiwaSallam) immediately corrected 
them. And thus, their understanding and practice of 
Islaam was the best.
Yet, when we look at the lives and practice of the 

Sahaabah, we find that none of them EVER celebrated 
the birth of their beloved Prophet, whether during his life 
or even after he 

passed away. 
Not Abubakr, not Umar, not Uthman, not Ali, nor 
Aaishah, not 
a single Sahaabi.
Doesn't that prove anything?
The Sahaabah absolutely loved the Prophet (Sal 
AllaahuAlaiyhiwaSallam). They gave up their homes, 
families, lives, everything they had... for his sake, in the 
blink of an eye. Yet this love did NOT promote them to 
celebrate his birth.

What about the Four Imaams and other Ulama?
Did any of the Imaams – Abu Haneefah, Maalik, al-
Shaafi’i, al-Hasan al-Basri, do this or command others 
to do it or say that it was good? No. 
The Prophet (Sal AllaahuAlaiyhiwaSallam) said: “The 
best of mankind are my generation, then those who 
come after them, then those who come after them. 
(Bukhaari, Muslim and al-Tirmidhi).

Actually, the celebration of the Prophet’s birthday 
appeared many centuries later. By this time, many 
features of the true religion had disappeared and bid’ah 
had become widespread.

Think about it!
Can it be possible that the Sahaabah, the Imaams and 
the people of the best three centuries were unaware of 
the importance of celebrating the birthday of the 
Prophet or that they were lacking in their love for him?
And it was only those who came later who were aware of 
it or loved him more?!!! How can that be?!!

Actually, dear brother/sister in Islaam, TRUE love of the 
Prophet (Sal AllaahuAlaiyhiwaSallam) is shown and 
proven by following the guidance that he brought. So 
follow his Sunnah to the best of your ability and don't fall 
into innovated forms of worship.
The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author 

Swap clothes and save money
There is a new, inexpensive option for replacing your 
child’s outgrown clothing. It is a website called Minitrade 
and was created by Montrealer Isabelle Doucet and her 
husband.
Here is how it works. You create an account online and a 
bag will be sent to you that you can fill with your child’s 

clothes. The clothes are picked up, appraised and you 
are given a credit to purchase other clothes on its site.
Minitrade accepts clothing for kids up to the age of 7 that 
are in good condition (no stains, unraveling, faded 
colours etc.). The merchandise must be washed, have 
been purchased within the past two years and the brand 
label and washing instructions must be clear and 
legible. If the clothes are high end or still have the tags 
on them, you get extra “credits.”

The website also sells new clothing and you don’t have 
to trade in clothes to be able to purchase from the site. 
There is free shipping for purchases over $50.

Snowy fun at the Fête des Neiges 2013
Find out what's happening at this year's winter 
festival
The Fête des Neiges,
the city’s popular celebration of winter marks its 30th 
anniversary this year, and promises to celebrate with 30 
different activities for children of all ages.
You can expect activities like tube sliding, dog-sledding, 

snow-shoeing, cross country skiing and skating, hockey 
and snow scootering, a zip-line as well as some new 
twists with special themes each weekend.
The Boule de Neige mascot and his friends will be there, 
as will spokesperson and comedian, Yan England.
Activities, most of which are free, will be held over three 
consecutive weekends, from Jan. 19 to Feb. 3 at Parc 
Jean Drapeau, located at 1 Circuit Gilles-Villeneuve. 
Opening hours are from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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David   
1st February , 2013
Vikram, Lara Dutta, Vinay Virmani, 
Neil Nitin Mukesh, Tabu

Special Chabbis  
1th February , 2013
Akshay Kumar, Kajal Aggarwal, 
Manoj Bajpayee, Anupam Kher, 
Jimmy Shergill

Murder 3  
15th February , 2013
Randeep Hooda, Aditi Rao Hydari, 
Pakistani actress Mona Lizza

Cineplex Montreal

“Race 2” is a Bollywood action thriller film directed by 
Abbas-Mustan and produced under the Tips Music 
Films banner and is the first major release of the year. It 
is the sequel to the 2008 hit film, Race, and stars an 
ensemble cast that includes Anil Kapoor and Saif Ali 
Khan reprising their roles as Robert D'Costa and 
Ranveer Singh from the previous film while Deepika 

Padukone, John Abraham, Jacqueline Fernandez and 
Ameesha Patel are new additions to the cast. Bipasha 
Basu will reprise her role of Sonia in a special 
appearance.[3] Race 2 released on 25 January 2013.

Cast:
Saif Ali Khan as Ranvir Singh
Deepika Padukone as Elena
John Abraham as Armaan Malik
Anil Kapoor as Robert D'Costa (RD)
 Bipasha Basu as Sonia (Cameo Appearance)

Fashion Trends across the Border
Like each preceding year, 2012 was another year when 
the fashion industry experienced tremendous evolution 
and grew from strength to strength. New players 
emerged while old ones upped their game; in a bird's 
eye view it was a happening year.

Fashion Pakistan Week made a comeback
2012 marked the return of Fashion Pakistan Council 
endorsed Fashion Pakistan Week after a hiatus of two 
years. FPC, which prides itself for organizing the first 
ever council sponsored fashion week back in 2009, 
went a bit astray since then. Departures of several 
CEOs, lack of organizational structure and the shaky 
climate of the country pushed the council into 
hibernation but it finally regrouped this year, brought 
some order into council business and held a fashion 
week in April featuring all the bigwigs from Sana Safinaz 
and Umer Sayeed to Nomi Ansari and Deepak Perwani. 
The council under its new CEO, Shamaeel Ansari had a 
second coming in October with the Autumn/Winter 
edition of the fashion week. Dair aye, durust aye...

PFDC opens the gateway to India
One of the major happenings of the year was the 
opening of a PFDC store in Delhi, India. Pakistan 
Fashion Design Council expanded their PFDC-The 
Boulevard franchise to India after opening stores in 
Karachi and Lahore. The store conceived in 
collaboration with Indian fashion entrepreneur Mini 
Bandra was inaugurated in September with a fashion 
showcase featuring 18 Pakistani designers. The store 
not only features PFDC affiliated designers but offers up 
names like Rizwan Beyg, Sana Safinaz and Ayesha 
Hashwani as well. Fashion show held at the opening 
featured Mahira Khan, Qurat-ul-Ain Baloch and Sonya 
Jehan to bring in the glamour and prestige.

I dream like an actor not a star: Anil Kapoor
An audience member pre question remarked to Anil 
Kapoor, “I keep get older and you keep get younger.” 
Laughter all around, the statement was indeed as 
potent as it gets. Encapsulating Kapoor’s effervescent 
charm and enigma all in one masterstroke.  
Thirty four years strong into an industry where the tide 
changes every Friday, Anil Kapoor has been an 
exception to the norm. He has been able to toe the fine 

l i n e  a n d  d o  t h e  
c o m m e n d a b l e  
balancing act between 
commercial and ‘off-
beat’ cinema without 
much fuss at all.
Kapoor in his entire 
splendor was present at 
the TIFF Bell Lightbox in 
Toronto on Monday 
night to talk cinema, life 
and insights from his 
journey in filmdom.
On a day considered to 
be the most depressing 
of the year and a chilly 
one at that Kapoor 

infused some element of warmth into the proceedings. 
Even willingly stepping back out to take photographs 
with the audience was the session had wrapped, at 
which point he was naturally swarmed by the anticipant 
crowds.
“Two of the biggest filmmakers, Subhash Ghai and 
Feroz Khan decided to cast me for their next films - 
Janbaaz and Meri Jang on the night of Mashaal’s 
premiere. I went to my wife who was my girlfriend at the 
time, we had been together for ten years then and forty 
years now - I proposed to her and said ‘Now nobody can 
stop me.’”
“It was important for me to be successful before I 
proposed marriage. You can’t live on just love and fresh 
air. When I felt that I would be able to look after her and 

buy a house for our family that’s when I proposed, 
otherwise if I wasn’t going to be a success I assure you I 
wouldn’t have got married to her.”
Slumdog Millionaire broke open the doors of Hollywood 
for Kapoor. The role of the game show host who made it 
big from humble beginnings also had a personal 
connect with him.
“I remember when I met Danny Boyle went through the 
script and started working on the role, I told him I can 
identify with Jamal because I was Jamal when I started 
my career. I could really feel for him. I came from humble 
beginnings and became like Prem (his character name 
in Slumdog).”
On his upcoming ventures Kapoor said, “Race 2 
releases this Friday. It is a commercial mainstream 
typical Bollywood film. Then there’s Shootout at Wadala 
in which I play a real life character and I am also making 
24 in India, I play Jack Bauer.”

Shah Rukh on being A Muslim in India
It's an interesting time for one of India's biggest 
superstars Shah Rukh Khan who is also Pakistan's 
darling thanks to his surname and the Peshawar 
connection. The internet is buzzing with news about him 
writing an essay on being Muslim in India. The cover of 
Outlook magazine's Turning Points issue for 2013 
features Shah Rukh standing against a bright green 
field under a blue-becoming-vanilla sky. The lead story 
of course is his essay titled 'Being a Khan' described on 
the cover as “What it mean to be Muslim in a post 9/11 
world and what India means for the world as a Muslim 
power”.
"I sometimes become the inadvertent object of political 
leaders who choose to make me a symbol of all that they 
think is wrong and unpatriotic about Muslims in India," 
writes the superstar who faced the wrath of Shiv Sena 
supremo Bal Thackeray on many occasions, most 
notably when the right wing party went all guns blazing 
for his film My Name is Khan. The reason? Shah Rukh 
had dared to advocate the inclusion on Pakistani 
cricketers in the prestigious Indian Premier League 

setup. He also accused Shah Rukh of sedition amongst 
other things. Even so, Shah Rukh admitted he shared a 
personal relationship with Balasaheb after his death. 
We suppose that if you were in Bal Thackeray's 
Mumbai, you don't really have an option. Would Shah 
Rukh have written this essay if ze Bal were still alive? 
We wonder…
"I gave my son and daughter names that could pass for 
generic (pan-India and pan-religious) ones - Aryan and 
Suhana. The Khan has been bequeathed by me so they 

can't really escape it. I pronounce it with my epiglottis 
when asked by Muslims and throw the Aryan as 
evidence of their race when non-Muslims enquire. I 
imagine this will prevent my offspring from receiving 
unwarranted eviction orders or random fatwas in the 
future,” he says toeing the secular line. It's sort of difficult 
being so prolific and being Muslim married to a Hindu 
lady, Gauri Khan.
probably the most eloquent person in Bollywood and he 
doesn't shy away from speaking his mind, even if it gets 
him into trouble. Also, in terms of money after Jab Tak 
Hai Jaan, SRK's net worth is supposed to be 
somewhere around the ball park figure of 600 million 
dollars and with Red Chillies Entertainment it's growing 
every day.  

In The Cimena

Upcoming Movies Movie of The Week

Race 2
Wed, Thu: 
2:45, 6:00, 9:15

Saadi Love Story 
Sat, Sun, Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu: 
2:20, 5:10, 7:55, 10:30

Argo
Wed, Thu: 
2:00, 4:45, 7:30, 10:15

Life of PI
Wed, Thu: 
1:15, 4:15, 6:30, 7:15, 9:15, 10:15
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Date of Birth:
19 June 1970, New Delhi, India

Height:
5' 7½" (1.71 m)

 Biography:

Rahul Gandhi is the son of     
former Indian Prime Minister 

R a j i v  G a n d h i  a n d  
Congress president 

S o n i a  G a n d h i .  
Rahu l  and h is  
younger sister, 
Priyanka have 

been  i n  t he  
pub l i c  eye  

s ince the 
day they 
were born 
as at the 
t i m e  
t h e i r  
g r a n d
mother 
I n d i r a  

Gandh i  
w a s  

I n d i a ' s  
P r i m e  

M i n i s t e r .  
E v e n  t h e i r  

great-grandfather 
Jawaharlal Nehru 

w a s  a  p r i m e  
minister of India, in 
fact, the first.

Rahul studied in Modern School, New Delhi for a while 
and then went to St. Stephen's College (Delhi) where he 
did History Hons. After that he went to Harvard and then 
to London where he was a financial consultant. He 
returned to India in 1999 and was seen alongside his 
mother, Sonia Gandhi during the 1999 Lok Sabha 
campaign.

Rahul has not been too much in the public eye, but has 
always retained a certain enigma about him. The Indian 
public is always interested to learn the latest information 
about him. He is still not married, but is said to have a 
Columbian girlfriend. Rahul Gandhi and his sister 
Priyanka spoke to the media for the first time in January 
2004 while touring Amethi, the constituency in Uttar 
Pradesh that has been represented by their father and 
is currently represented by their mother. Rahul Gandhi 
and his sister, Priyanka went to Karachi and watched 
the first ODI match between India and Pakistan in 
March 2004 and the public in Pakistan were happy to 
see them. Their presence in the match proved to be luck 
for India, it won. The enigma about whether Rahul 
Gandhi will enter active politics is now over. On March 
21, 2004 the Congress party announced that Rahul 
Gandhi would be the Congress party's candidate for the 
Lok Sabha seat from Amethi, currently represented by 
his mother, Sonia, who has shifted her constituency to 
Rae Barelli.
 
Here's to a genuinely brilliant player who uses as heart 
as well as his head and is amply blessed with both. Do 
look out for the essay from the man they call the King.

Trivia:
Son of former Indian Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, 
grandson of Indira Gandhi and great grandson of 
Jawaharlal Nehru.

Is the second member of the fifth generation of the 
Nehru-Gandhi family to enter into active politics. His 
younger cousin Varun Gandhi joined the BJP in early 

2004. Rahul is however, the first member of the 5th 
generation of the Nehru-Gandhi family to contest any 
election. Varun is still under age to stand in an election.

Where Are They Now:
(July 2006) Elected to Lok Sabha from Amethi in 2004. 
According to reports in the media and party sources, 
Gandhi is soon going to be inducted into the Congress 
Party Working Committee and become a General 
Secretary in charge of Uttar Pradesh and Frontal 
Organisations such as the Indian Youth Congress.

Goal:
“There is a work that my father had started, a dream he 
had dreamt. I come to you today saying…allow me to 
turn that dream into reality”
About him  Dr Anil Wilson, the principal of St 
Stephen’s College: “He was a diligent student. He had 
no airs about the famous family he belonged to. I think 
he left college because of security concerns. We really 
did not get an opportunity to assess his academic 
brilliance.” 

Q: Benefit of giving gifts (donation) to a registered 
Charity?
The charity is highly virtuous act, helping poor and 
needy such as operating food banks, education, assist 
in building, maintaining places of worship and schools, 

p r o v i d i n g  c o u n s e l i n g  
services for people in 
distress; operating a shelter 
etc.  In Canada if you give a 
gift (donation) you may 
entitle for non-refundable 
income tax credit, which you 
can reduce your income 
taxes payable up to 52% of 
donation you made. If you 
would like benefit from this 
generous tax credits, your 
donations have to be made 
to a registered Canadian 

charity that will issue an official donation receipt.  To 
confirm that such organization is a Canadian registered 
charity inquired their official name and registration 
number.  You may further confirm the information by 
visiting the CRA (charity and giving) website look for 
Charity listing.  This site also provide important 
information about the charity how your donation is being
spend, the  names of directors/Trustees of and its 
activities and programs and including the financial 
information of the organization .  Instead of dropping 

your cash donation in collection boxes, consider giving 
donation once or twice by writing cheques payable or 
giving cash to a reputable charity’s administrator who 
will agree to acknowledge your gift and issue an official 
donation receipt.The Muslims may give their Zakat or 
sadqat (poor due) to certain local registered charity 
such as Amal-Centre pour Femmes, Jamiyyatu Falahi 
Almuslimin Human Concern International, several 
Darul Ulooms across Canada and many other charities 
and take advantage of generous tax benefits that can be 
further benefit to your less fortunate community and 
family members.

Q: Residency rules for Income Tax Purpose in 
Canada?
The residency for income tax purpose has nothing to do 
with your status as Canadian citizen or immigrant.  Most 
people who live in Canada are resident for income tax 
purpose because they ordinary live in Canada and they 
have no or insignificant tie with any other country. The 
Non-residents individuals for tax purposes in Canada 
are those who normally, customarily, or routinely live in 
another country and do not have significant residential 
ties in Canada; and they live outside Canada throughout 
the tax year; or stay in Canada for less than 183 days in 
the tax year.
The residents of Canada are require to declare their 
world-wide income from all sources in a tax year 
whereas the non-residents are require to declare only 
income they earn in Canada in a tax year. The 
significant residential ties in Canada may include, if you 
have a home, rented or owned, in Canada or a spouse 
or dependants who stayed in Canada or own personal 

property in Canada, such as a car or furniture; or 
significant social ties in Canada have a Canadian 
driver's license or Canadian bank accounts or credit 
cards or health insurance For example if you are 
working outside Canada and you have significant 
residential ties such as your spouse and dependants, 
staying in Canada or you owned property in Canada.  
You well may be resident of Canada and you may 
require to declare your world-wide income in Canada, 
however, you may be entitled for the foreign tax credits 
for taxes (including contribution made related your 
employment or business or profession) you paid on any
income earned outside Canada. The tax laws also 
provide deeming rules for residents and non-residents. 
A deemed resident for tax purpose for the an entire tax 
year if any individual stay in Canada more than 182 days 
in a tax year, although, do not have significant 
residential ties with Canada; but considered a resident 
of another country under the terms of a tax treaty that 
Canada has with another country. Any Canadian 
government employee, a member of the Canadian 
Forces or their overseas school staff, or working under a 
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) 
assistance program who lived outside Canada during 
the tax year are automatic resident of Canada for tax 
purpose. If you are a factual resident of Canada and a 
resident of another country with which Canada has a tax 
treaty, you may be considered a deemed non-resident 
of Canada for tax purposes. Generally, the Tax treaties 
between Canada and other countries provide tiebreaker 
rules where an individual may be resident of both 
countries.
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