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Dear Readers,
As we ringed in to a New Year, yours and our beloved ‘Syncmag’ Turns 2! On successfully completing the two years when 
we look back to 2014, we see that it was lot more different than 2013 as we left many happy and gloomy memories behind. 
We saw some of the major incidents worldwide, some of which gave us hope, inspiration and courage while others left us 
with broken hearts, wounds that could never be filled and grief! 
We wander how to express those strange and deep feelings in few words here! World saw a tough year though, where many 
families bore the demise of their loved ones in number of massacres; terror attack killing innocent children in Pakistan, battle 
in Gaza, Palestine - Israel conflict and what not! Still we raise our hopes high to see peace, happiness and prosperity this 
year ahead!
On the other hand we also witnessed some historical happenings and victories, to mention few; Matteo Renzi becoming 
the first youngest Prime Minister of Italy, Imran Khan standing hard and fast fighting corruption in Pakistan and thereby 
completing the record 126 consecutive days of Azadi March, Pope Francis to visit Asia for the first time in 25 years and 
Kailash Satyarthi and Malala Yousafzay winning Nobel peace prize altogether!
As soon as we entered the New Year, the New Era – we got some exciting news as well and so we can believe the New Year 
2015 to be a year of good luck and happiness. The biggest news that makes the buzz globally is the Kaptaan, only hope of 
Pakistani Nation – Imran Khan marrying the graceful lady Reham Khan in quite simple and inspiring ceremony. We wish the 
couple a life filled with joy, contentment and lots of more success together!
At the end we  would also like to Thank Everyone who makes Syncmag what it is today! Our contributors, our advertisers and 
obviously our readers who make the entire process worth it.
We Created Syncmag to strengthen the ties between South Asian Community worldwide and what we have received in turn 
has been much more. From the bottom of our hearts, thank you.

Happy reading! 
Syncmag Team
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In-Sync
Tete A Tete Manitoba Islamic Association Holds Vigil For Those Killed In Pakistan Attack

WASHINGTON: Former secretary of state Hillary Clinton remains 
the woman most admired by Americans, followed by television 
icon Oprah Winfrey and Pakistani activist Malala Yousafzai, polling 

agency Gallup said on 
Monday. Clinton, a likely 
2016 US presidential 
candidate, won the honour 
for the 13th year in a row, 
earning 12 per cent of the 
votes. Winfrey garnered 

eight per cent, while five per cent chose 17-year-old Yousafzai, who 
survived being shot by the Taliban and went on to win the 2014 
Nobel Peace Prize for promoting child education rights. President 
Barack Obama was the most admired man, earning 19 per cent of 
votes, followed by Pope Francis on six per cent. For the last seven 
decades Gallup has asked Americans who the men and women are 
that they admire most, anywhere in the world. The question is open, 
a polling technique that appears to reward the long-standing fame 
of public figures such as Queen Elizabeth. Hillary Clinton, who has 
been in the public eye since the early 1990s, has won the honour 
a total of 19 times since 1993. Obama has been the most admired 
man for the past seven years. According to Gallup, the sitting US 
president almost always ranks first.

EDMONTON: Nine people, including seven adults and two young 
children, were found dead at three separate crime scenes in what 
Edmonton’s police chief, on Tuesday, called the city’s worst mass 
murder. Police Chief Rod Knecht told a news conference the 
killings were the result of domestic violence. The victims included 

a woman found, Monday night, 
by officers who were responding 
to a weapons complaint at a 
south Edmonton home.The 
bodies of three more women, 
two men, a boy and a girl were 

discovered a few hours later at a home in the northeast part of the 
city where officers had checked on reports of a depressed, suicidal 
male earlier in the evening. None of the victims was identified, 
but Knecht said the public was not in danger. “It is a tragic day 
for Edmonton,” he said. “This series of events are not believed to 
be random acts. These events do not appear to be gang-related, 
but rather tragic incidents of domestic violence.” A man matching 
the description of the suicidal male was found dead in a restaurant 
in the Edmonton bedroom community of Fort Saskatchewan on 
Tuesday morning, Knecht said. Our homicide investigators have 
established associations and linkages between these homicides,” 
he said.

PANGKALAN BUN: The hunt for a missing AirAsia 
passenger plane appeared over Tuesday as wreckage 
and dozens of bodies were spotted at sea off Indonesia, 
prompting raw scenes of emotion from sobbing 

relatives of the 162 
people aboard.
The Airbus A320-
200 disappeared en 
route from Indonesia’s 
second largest city 

Surabaya to Singapore during a storm early Sunday.
All indications now are that it crashed in the Java Sea 
southwest of the island of Borneo, with debris and 
dozens of bodies retrieved so far. An air force plane saw 
a “shadow” on the seabed believed to be of the missing 
Flight QZ8501, National Search and Rescue Agency 
chief Bambang Soelistyo told a news conference in 
Jakarta. Relatives of the 162 missing hugged each 
other and burst into tears in Surabaya as they watched 
footage of one body floating in the sea on a television 
feed of Soelistyo’s press conference. An Indonesian 
warship had recovered more than 40 bodies from the 
sea “and the number is growing”, navy spokesman 
Manahan Simorangkir told AFP shortly afterwards. 
I cannot bring him to life
AirAsia’s flamboyant chief executive, Tony Fernandes, 
expressed his grief over the first fatal incident to hit 
the region’s biggest budget airline. “My heart is filled 
with sadness for all the families involved in QZ 8501, 
“Fernandes said on Twitter, adding that he was rushing 
to Surabaya. Initial news of the debris dimmed the faint 
hopes of relatives of those missing. “If that news is true, 
what can I do? I cannot bring him back to life, “said 
Dwijanto, 60, whose son was on the plane along with 
five colleagues. “My heart will be totally crushed if it’s 
true. I will lose a son,” he said.  Search chief Soelistyo 
said all efforts were now being concentrated on the 
location where the “shadow” and debris had been 
found, around 160 kilometres (100 miles) southwest of 
the town of Pangkalan Bun in Central Kalimantan on 
Borneo island.The town has the nearest airstrip and is 
not far from the plane’s last known position. President 
Joko Widodo was expected in Pangkalan Bun shortly 
and then head to Surabaya to meet the relatives, 
officials said. Indonesian officials had already been 
preparing relatives for the worst, with Soelistyo saying 
Monday it was likely the plane was at “the bottom of the 
sea”, based on its estimated position.

Clinton, Oprah, Malala Top List Of Women Most Admired

Canada Police Say Mass Murder Claimed Nine Lives

40 Bodies, Debris Found As Airasia Plane 
Believed Found In Sea
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23-year-old Elizabeth Quinn Gallagher, from Cole Harbour, N.S., 
will join Axani 
A Toronto man who made headlines last month by offering a free 
round-the-world air ticket to a woman with the same name as his 
ex-girlfriend has found Ms. Right. Jordan Axani, 28, and his then 
girlfriend, named Elizabeth Gallagher, booked heavily discounted 

round-the-world air tickets 
in May, but their relationship 
ended and he didn’t want 
her ticket to go to waste. The 
ticket had a strict no-transfer 
policy, but since passport 
information was not required 
when booking, it can be 

used by any Canadian named Elizabeth Gallagher. Axani posted 
his offer last month on the popular Reddit social media website, and 
received thousands of emails, including 18 from actual Elizabeth 
Gallaghers with Canadian passports. He’s now chosen his travel 
mate, Elizabeth Quinn Gallagher, a 23-year-old student and part-time 
office administrator from Cole Harbour, Nova Scotia. “It’s strictly a 
platonic trip. It’s going to be great,” Axani said. 
‘Now that I talked to him it’s less creepy’ 
At first the new Elizabeth Gallagher thought a trip with a stranger 
whose ex-girlfriend’s name is the same as hers was “crazy” but she 
hit it off with Axani after talking on the phone with him for hours. “It 
definitely did seem a little bit creepy at the beginning but now that 
I talked to him it’s less creepy and more awesome,” she said. She 
already has a boyfriend though. “This is totally sort of like as friends,” 
she said. “I have a pretty serious boyfriend. We’ve been together for 
a while. We’re planning on buying a house and we have a puppy, so 
yeah I’m not really looking for anything at all.” She acknowledged 
her boyfriend isn’t thrilled. “He understands that I’ve always wanted 
to travel so while he’s not happy I’m taking off for nearly a month at 
Christmas with a random guy he’s smiling through it,” she said.
3 continents
Axani, who works for an international real estate development and 
advisory firm, said the tickets were purchased for a couple of thousand 
dollars, but their cash value today is around Canadian $5,000-$7,000. 
The trip is scheduled to start Dec. 21 in New York City and continue 
on to Milan, Prague, Paris, Bangkok and New Delhi before ending in 
Toronto on Jan. 8. Axani said that after the breakup he deferred all 
other planning for the trip, such as making hotel reservations. But 
since the story became public, Marriott International offered to put 
him and the new Elizabeth Gallagher up, in separate rooms, during 
their trip. Axani said the trip will be documented and shared online. 
He said that he was so moved by some of the emails  including one 
from an 8-year-old boy who said he was going blind and wanted to 
see the world before that happens that he and his brother created an 
organization called A Ticket Forward to help people who desire to see 
the world but lack the finances to do so.

‘It was shock, it was anger,’ says father of 3 at 
Winnipeg vigil More than 250 people gathered at 
a Winnipeg mosque to pray for those who died 
in a Taliban attack on a military-run grade school 
in Pakistan. Tuesday’s attack in Peshawar in 

northwestern Pakistan killed at least 148 people. 
The vast majority of the victims 132  were children.
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), a militant group 
bent on overthrowing the government, has claimed 
responsibility for the attack. In Winnipeg, the 
Manitoba Islamic Association organized a special 
prayer vigil at Hazelwood Mosque in St. Vital on 
Wednesday evening. “We pray for those who have 
died, in the absence of those people,” said Rashid 
Ahmed, co-ordinator of the Association of Pakistani 
Canadians. 
Many of those who attended the vigil in Winnipeg 
had come from Pakistan and say the tragedy affects 
them deeply. “It was shock, it was anger, it was all 
mixed emotions,” said Salman Qureshi, a father 
of three. “Being a parent, the only thing just keeps 
going through my head is, ‘What if … it was our 
kids?’ Like, it’s just unbelievable pain that anybody 
has to bear.” Qureshi said explaining the tragedy 
to his own children all under the age of 10 is a 
challenge, but he said praying for the victims as a 
family and as a community is important. “We just 
wanted to at least come here and pray for them,” he 
said. “Really, that’s all we can do.” While the service 
on Wednesday night was reserved for members 
of Winnipeg’s Islamic community, organizers are 
working on a public prayer service outside the 
Manitoba legislature on Sunday. Ahmed said the 
community is also looking at raising money to help 
the victims’ families.

Jordan Axani Finds An Elizabeth Gallagher For 
Free Trip Around The World

Manitoba Islamic Association Holds Vigil 
For Those Killed In Pakistan Attack
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Special Vip Cocktail Valerie Assouline
Pierrefonds - Dollard

Sync Montreal

Valerie assouline posted the follwing lines on her facebook to thanks her campaingn’s supporters.
“Had the pleasure and honor to be in the company of Hon.Jason Kenney Minister of Employment and 
Social Development and Minister for Multiculturalism - this past weekend along with Hon.Gerry Weiner and 
Senator Jean-Guy Dagenais to support Valérie Assouline for Pierrefonds-Dollard It was a genuine pleasure 
and honour to welcome the Hon. Jason Kenney in my riding of  Pierrefonds-Dollard. His incredible work, 
his enthusiasm, and his generosity have set a high standard for our political class. I would like to thank 
the Hon. Gerry Weiner and Senator Jean-Guy Dagenais for their presence that was so appreciated. Of 
course, I have to acknowledge the amazing team, all my supporters and other distinguished guests that 
made this evening memorable! The Blue Conservative wave is coming to Montreal!”

Date: Sunday, December 7Th                                                    Venue: 22 Radisson, DDO (QC)
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514-360-3760
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For information contact:

514-360-3760

Sync Paparazzi Canada

On January 20th, 2015, Minister 
of Justice and Attorney General, the 
Hon. Peter MacKay visited Montreal 
Conservatives at an event hosted by 
the Conservative Association at McGill 
University, at Alexandre et fils.

Conservatives 
Cocktail
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MARIA.B BCW 2014
MARIA.B. showcased a on the opening dayof Bridal Couture 
Week 2014. La Roseraie, which translates to the Rose Garden, 
was a dreamy, feminine collection inspired by 18th Century 
France. The collection was predominantly based in a colour 
palette consisting of pastels but also featured a selection of 
ensembles in monochrome shades. One observed luxe fabrics 
such as organza, nets and silks in elegant, European cuts and 
modern silhouettes comprising of long gowns, short shirts, 
skirts, crop tops, short body jackets and cigarette pants. The 
designer had employed the innovative use of digital prints, 
motifs and embellishments to impart a feeling of nostalgia and 
a vintage aesthetic to the collection.    Photo Credits: Faisal farooqi (Dragonfly)

la Femme
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After the launch of the brand’s new 
Winter and Pashmina Collections 
and participation at Fashion Pakistan 
Week USA 2014, MARIA.B. will 
be introducing its new MARIA.B. 
Premium Luxury Linen Collection 2014 
By Reshma Tex from 5th December 
onwards. The new collection will 
be available at all MARIA.B. outlets 
and major retailers nationwide and 
internationally through.

MARIA.B. 
Premium Luxury Linen 

Collection 2014
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Modestly dressed 

in white Peshwaz 

Reham Khan 

looked more of a 

Princess from the 

Mughal era where 

as 

Imran Khan,

in golden colored 

Sherwani ,looked 

like a Greek God.Single does not  mean lonely.
Single means you’re preparing for 

the arrival of a 

BETTER LOVE.



As low-key and simple the marriage ceremony was, it managed 
to kick up an even bigger storm in Pakistan. Bollywood classics 
and the latest romantic pop songs blared against images of 
Imran and Reham Khan as a sense of festivity occupied most 
channels on Thursday, Jan 8, when Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf 
Chairman tied the knot with Television Journalist Reham 
Khan at his residence in Bani Gala.  

The nikkah, which was a low-key affair, conducted by Mufti 
Saeed and the Haq Mehr was set at Rs100,000. After the recent 
Peshawar tragedy, Imran had decided against having a grand 
Valima ceremony, instead chose to distribute food amongst 
the  less privileged children. Chairman Imran Khan’s valima 
ceremony was held at SOS and Sweet Homes orphanages in 
Islamabad. The couple has also asked for all wedding gifts to be 
channeled as donations to SKMCH. 

Moreover, Imran Khan and Reham Khan’s wedding has proved 
to breach all taboo social barriers which are experienced by 
each divorcee regardless of their gender. It has touched a nerve 
which few would care to admit;  an eye opener for all those 
who have been through a divorce, separation or  surviving as 
a single parent and then taking the plunge to marry another 
single parent.

This news has left many people burning from head to toe, 
with degrading comments from so called educated people. 
Seeing the reaction from various quarters; one is compelled to 
wonder if the GreatKhan committed a sin marrying by choice? 
Reham is an independent single mother  who has survived the 
emotional turmoil of divorce by standing on her feet on her 
own and  finally found eternal bliss with the man of her dreams.

Some commentators suggest  the wedding should have waited 
for couple of months as Peshawar tragedy was so fresh, while 
others argue that in Islam, mourning is only for 3 days. What 
about other weddings, which were held with full fervor soon 
after that tragedy. What about Tharr people, or Palestinians or 
Massacres around the world, does that imply that the World 
as whole should stay in permanent mourning. We as a nation 
are never satisfied, focusing on non-important issues and 
refraining to learn from life lessons.

“Getting married was not my plan right 
now, I thought I would do it after the 20th, 
but because of the kind of stories that were 
spreading and ill-informed news about Reham 
Khan, I decided to get married sooner. So, I 

spoke to my children and got married,”
                                         - Imran Khan

Imran Khan and Reham Khan’s Wedding proved to be
An Ice Breaker for all South Asian Divorcees



Imran Khan and Reham Khan’s Wedding proved to be
An Ice Breaker for all South Asian Divorcees

“I was looking for a man who 
would be a good role model for 

my children”
                  - Reham Khan

Imran Khan said at a press conference in Islamabad after his 
return from London, “Marriage is not a crime” .

And at his first official interview after his wedding
he said:
“I am over sixty; why do I need to ask anyone 

for my life decisions”

It is high time that people learn to mind their own business 
and allow each person the right to LIVE with respect and 
dignity. This also applies to overseas communities.  Our 
judgmental nature does not change with distance. The only 
difference abroad is one can be easily independent. Hard 
work pays off and one can survive with dignity and respect. 
Mr and Mrs Imran Khan both brought up a very important 
point: 

“In Pakistan we copy the wrong aspects of 
Western culture. The best aspects of western 

culture are hard work, honesty, education and 
ethics. We should adopt that.”

While speaking to the media from the madrassa, Imran 
Khan mentioned that the wedding was planned for later, but 
due to ill-informed news going viral, he decided to go ahead 
with the wedding.



Bilal Khan studied 
photography in 
London and went back 
to Islamabad 4 years 
back and since been 
working as a freelance 
photographer. He do 

everything that photography has to offer, 
NGO work, corporate events, shoots, 
weddings, press media etc. He was hired 
by Mrs. Khan as the official & the only 
photographer allowed to be with the 
couple to cover everything on her big day, 
from Nikkah to food distribution.
Bilal is open to travelling & his packages 
are affordable & good for people around 
globe.

Photography Credits

The couple conveyed an important message to the masses. 
SIMPLICITY IS IN , Extravagance is OUT! 
Spend on the less fortunate, enjoy your special day but 
with simplicity.

The PTI chairman said that Pakistan should start a new tradition. Instead of 
spending huge amounts of money on weddings, people should make efforts 
to donate to the underprivileged.

While speaking via telephone on the program ‘Infocus’, Reham Khan 
described what drew her to the PTI chairman.

“What I really liked about Imran when he proposed to me 
was the love he has for his sons, what impresses me the 

most about people, what I regard as a
success is a good parent “ 

In response to a question Mrs. Khan laughingly said:

“I didn’t know Mr Khan was Mr Right, you wait your 
whole life for Mr Right and then

you find Mr Most Right”.

“I was looking for a man who would be a good role model for my children” 
Reham said. As they say all is well that ends wells. Imran Khan has once 
again proven to the world that he is indeed a true Gentleman.

We wish the most adored couple bundles of happiness and 
contentment in their new life together.
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Dairy Of the Month

As Pakistan began its three days of mourning in the 
wake of  communities in Montreal rallied together to 
express their solidarity and condemn acts of terrorism. 
At the Pakistani Consulate in Montreal, people passed 
by to pay their respects and sign a book of condolence.
While the vigil was small, there several dozen people, 
including Mayor Denis Coderre, Pakistans’ Consul 
General Azra Jamali, took comfort in knowing that the 
outrage against the attack, was global.

Montrealers Mourn Pakistan’s 
Slain Children
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Candle Light Vigil In Lahore



1st Birthday  Of 
Azaan

A One-year-old child is so many things 
A tiny discoverer of butterfly wings,

A hugger of Teddies, A sweet 
sleepyhead, And someone to dream for 

in bright years ahead...

Proud Parents
Nandan and Nelofar



Photography by: Mediavision
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Bollywood Nights 2015 New Year’s Eve Celebration

Bollywood Nights 2015 New Year’s Eve Celebration Credits : Kevin Bedi Photography
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Bollywood Nights 2015 New Year’s Eve Celebration Credits : Kevin Bedi Photography
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Bollywood Nights 2015 New Year’s Eve Celebration Credits : Kevin Bedi Photography
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Much of the work of Muna Siddiqui is a reprise of her own strong 
aesthetic links with elements of design.  It is a factor that enters 
every sphere of her work and spills over into her day to day life. 
One enters her residence to find crafted objects, the souvenirs of 
her extensive travels; side tables, boxes, chairs and cushions are 
painted and ornamented in numerous ways. From her window, 
one views a figurative designed mosaic wall bright with colour. A 
mosaic art piece of similar proportions was designed by the artist 
for the Lady Dufferin hospital. Painting in watercolours, Siddiqui 
creates lush gardens landscapes filled with flowers, birds and 
grasses. These are contrived in patterns that speak of the artist’s 
primary focus on harmonious configurations of colour oriented 
symbols.
Siddiqui graduated in BSc from McGill University in 1993, and 
spent a time in London where she studied life drawing and 
watercolour at the St. Martin’s School of Art, London, in 1994. 
Further opportunities to expand her art experience followed 
in New York where she joined Parson’s Institute and practiced 
life drawing and painting. Making her home in Karachi with her 
husband, Siddiqui took great pleasure in wandering through the 
bazaars where craftsmen worked in time authenticated tradition. 
She painted in watercolours, visited galleries and studied the art 
of the country. One may remember a time when impressed by the 
work of artists displayed, she expressed her opinions as an art 
critic writing regularly for newspapers and magazines.
Siddiqui mounted exhibitions of her work in the genre of floral 
landscapes, aspiring to `initiate a dialogue that is both `eastern 
and feminine,’ but her working pattern changed with the 
inauguration of ̀ The Craft Company’ when she began a business 
producing art deco furniture, mosaic work and art and craft 
objects in painted designs. At the same time, the artist started a 
training centre where she taught and currently teaches craftsmen 
the art of mosaic work.
Siddiqui has run her art venture successfully for several years. 
For this reason, though she continued to paint, there was never 
enough time to mount a solo exhibition. Paintings displayed with 
the Craft Company found new homes and it was to be a period 
of ten years before, at the persuasion of the Momart Gallery, the 
artist showed an extensive exhibition of her watercolour paintings.  
The exhibition consisted of compositions that joyfully portrayed 
a myriad array of flowers, and birds that are represented in an 
individual manner. Fairytale floral motifs are a reoccurring theme. 
In her work, light and shade modulates the compositions with the 
delicacy of design that appears to be layered with fronds, leaves 
and exotic plant life. There are also paintings highlighting couples 
inspired by ancient tales of lovers, arranged in poses the artist 
defines as allegorical, repetitive symbols. They appear in varied 
backgrounds throughout history, but in Muna Siddiqui’s art world, 
the sky is always blue.

Marjorie Husain

THE ART OF 
MUNA SIDDIQUI
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Sync Relationship

Love Is The Emblem Of Eternity, It Confounds All Notion Of Time, 
Effaces All Memory Of A Beginning, All Fear Of An End.

30th Wedding Anniversary of Aslam and Shabana

Date: 13th december 2014           Venue: Mughal Tandoor & Grill

“

“
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FlashBack 2014

GENERAL

West Africa Ebola Outbreak, Feb-14

Missing Malaysia Airlines flight MH370, 8 –Mar-2014

Kashmir Flood 2 To 26-Sep-14

Taliban Militants Stormed An Army School In Peshawar, Pakistan, 16-Dec-14

In March 2014, a rapidly evolving outbreak of Ebola hemorrhagic 
fever started in Guinea. The outbreak subsequently spread to 
Liberia, Sierra Leone, Nigeria and Senegal.
On Aug 1, WHO and the government of Sierra Leone, Guinea and 
Liberia launched a joint US$ 100 million response plan. On Aug 8, 
WHO declared the Ebola outbreak in West Africa a Public Health 
Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC).

In March 2014, a rapidly evolving outbreak of Ebola hemorrhagic 
fever started in Guinea. The outbreak subsequently spread to 
Liberia, Sierra Leone, Nigeria and Senegal.
On Aug 1, WHO and the government of Sierra Leone, Guinea and 
Liberia launched a joint US$ 100 million response plan. On Aug 8, 
WHO declared the Ebola outbreak in West Africa a Public Health 
Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC).

In September 2014, Kashmir located in the Himalayas witnessed 
disastrous floods across majority of its districts caused by torrential 
rainfall received from 2 September 2014 onwards, during last stage of 
monsoon - the worst in more than 60 years.
The Indian administrated Jammu and Kashmir, as well as Azad Kashmir, 
Gilgit-Baltistan and Punjab in Pakistan, were affected by these floods. 
By September 24, 2014, nearly 277 people in India and 280 people in 
Pakistan had died due to the floods and millions left homeless.

In the deadliest slaughter of innocents in Pakistan in years, Taliban 
gunmen attacked a military-run school ‘APS’ on Dec 16 and killed 141 
people  including 132 children and 9 staff members before government 
troops ended the siege. Seven militants killed in security operation.  
Nation observed three-day mourning. The massacre of innocent children 
horrified a country already weary of unending terrorist attacks. 
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POLITICAL
Pope Francis First visit to Asia & country in 25 years, 14 to 18 Aug -14

Matteo Renzi: Youngest Prime 
Minister of Italy, 22-Feb-14

Scottish Independence Referendum, 
Sep-14

Papal visit to the Asian country, the first in a quarter of a century, coincides with the Sixth Asian Youth Day and the 
Beatification of 124 Korean martyrs. The trip took place from August 14-18 and was the first time in 25 years that 
a Pope has visited the Korean peninsula. Pope John Paul II was the last to visit the Asian country, travelling there in 
1984 and 1989.

Italian centre-left politician Matteo Renzi has been sworn 
in as Prime Minister on Feb 22 Saturday, becoming Italy’s 
youngest ever PM.
On Friday the 39-year-old formally accepted the mandate 
to lead a new government and named his cabinet - half 
of which are be women. He faces a huge challenge with 
the euro zone’s third largest economy struggling to emerge 
from its worst slump since World War II, weighed down 
by a 2 trillion euro ($2.75 trillion) public debt and an 
industrial base that has crumbled over the past decade.

The Scottish independence referendum was a referendum 
on Scottish independence that took place in Scotland on 18 
September 2014. The independence referendum question, 
which voters answered with “Yes” or “No”, was “Should 
Scotland be an independent country?”. The “No” side won, 
with 2,001,926 (55.3%) voting against independence and 
1,617,989 (44.7%) voting in favour. The turnout of 84.6% 
was the highest recorded for an election or referendum 
in the United Kingdom since the introduction of universal 
suffrage.
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Azadi March Pakistan,
14-Aug-2014

Israel Conflicts with Hamas In Gaza, 
Jul-14

Thai General Election, 2-Feb-14

Indian General Election, 2014

The Azadi March, also called Tsunami march, was the 
largest public protest march that ever held in Pakistan 
began on 14 August 2014 to 17 December 2014. Organised 
by thePakistanTehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party against Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif, over the claims of his governmental 
manipulations in the 2013 general election.  As soon as 
Imran Khan announced his plans, Islamic cleric Muhammad 
Tahir-ul-Qadri’s political party Pakistan Awami Tehreek 
(PAT) also announced a similar protest march. The PAT 
named their march “Inqilab march”. The protesting 
caravan of thousands marched toward Islamabad via the 
Grand Trunk Road.
On December 17, 2014, Imran Khan announced to cancel 
the protest in response to terrorist attack on Army Public 
School in Peshawar. Longing for 126 days it marked the 
longest march in World’s history.

On 8 July 2014, Israel launched a military operation 
which it designated Operation Protective Edge in the 
Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip. Thereafter, seven weeks of Israeli 
bombardment, Palestinian rocket attacks, and ground 
fighting killed more than 2,200 people, the vast majority 
of them Gazans.

Early general elections were held on 2 February 2014 after 
Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra asked King Bhumibol 
Adulyadej to dissolve parliament more than a year early 
due to a political crisis. The elections were boycotted by 
the main opposition Democrat Party, and disruption by 
protestors meant that voting in some constituencies had to 
be delayed until a later date.
In April 2014 the Constitutional Court ruled that the 
election was unconstitutional because the voting had not 
taken place on the same day across the country. Following 
an agreement between the Election Commission and 
Shinawatra, the fresh elections were set for 20 July. However, 
the elections were cancelled after the coup.

The Scottish independence referendum was a referendum 
on Scottish independence that took place in Scotland on 18 
September 2014. The independence referendum question, 
which voters answered with “Yes” or “No”, was “Should 
Scotland be an independent country?”. The “No” side won, 
with 2,001,926 (55.3%) voting against independence and 
1,617,989 (44.7%) voting in favour. The turnout of 84.6% 
was the highest recorded for an election or referendum in 
the United Kingdom since the introduction of universal 
suffrage.
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SOCIAL
US Oscars Awards, 2-Mar-14

Facebook buys WhatsApp for $19 billion, 19-Feb-14

The Nobel Peace Prize for 2014

European Spacecraft Rosetta Landed on 
Comet, 12-Nov-14

The 86th Academy Awards ceremony, presented by the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (AMPAS), took place on March 
2, 2014, at the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood, Los Angeles.
Gravity won the most awards with seven including Best Director 
for Alfonso Cuarón. 12 Years a Slave won three awards including 
Best Picture.  Dallas Buyers Club also with three awards, Frozen 
and The Great Gatsby with two. The telecast garnered nearly 44 
million viewers in the United States, making it the most watched 
Oscar ceremony since the 72nd Academy Awards in 2000.

Facebook’s $19 billion purchase of the WhatsApp mobile messaging 
service ranks as the largest-ever purchase of a company backed by 
venture capital. WhatsApp has upwards of 450 million users, and 
it is adding an additional million users every day.
 Referring to WhatsApp’s soaring growth, Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg said on a conference call, “No one in the history of the 
world has done anything like that.”

The Norwegian Nobel Committee announced on Nov 10, that the Nobel Peace Prize for 2014 is to 
be awarded to Kailash Satyarthi and Malala Yousafzay for their struggle against the suppression 
of children and young people and for the right of all children to education.  The two were named 
winner of the £690,000 (8m kronor or $1.11m) prize by the chairman of the Nobel committee - 
Norway’s former Prime Minister Thorbjoern Jagland - on Friday morning.
Satyarthi is a Hindu from India, the seventh person from his country to win a Nobel Prize and 
the second to win the Peace Prize after Mother Teresa, while Yousafzai is a Muslim from Pakistan, 
the second Nobel Prize winner from her country after Abdus Salam, the forty-seventh woman to 
win the Nobel Prize, and at the age of 17 years, the youngest winner of a Nobel Prize in any field.

Rosetta is a spacecraft on a 10-year mission to catch a comet and land a 
probe on it. Launched in 2004, the spacecraft arrived at its target, Comet 
67P/Churyumov-Gerasimenko, on Aug. 6, 2014. The lander, named 
Philae, made contact on Nov. 12, 2014.
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FlashBack 2014

On 25 November 2014, Hughes was hit in 
the neck by a bouncer, during a Sheffield 
Shield match at the Sydney Cricket Ground, 
causing a vertebral artery dissection 
that led to a subarachnoid hemorrhage. 
Hughes was taken to St Vincent’s Hospital 
in Sydney, where he underwent surgery, 
was placed into an induced coma and was 
in intensive care in a critical condition. 
He died on 27 November, having never 
regained consciousness, 3 days before his 
26th birthday.

Sochi Winter Olympics 2014,
7 to 23-Fab-14

Australian Cricketer Phil 
Hughes Death

27-Nov-14

South Korea 2014 Asian Games, 
19-Sep to 4-Oct-14

The 2014 Winter Olympics, officially known as the XXII 
Olympic Winter Games were a major international multi-
sport event held in Sochi, Russia, in the tradition of the 
Winter Olympic Games.
The Games were held from 7–23 February 2014, with 
opening rounds in certain events held on the eve of the 
opening ceremony, 6 February 2014. A total of 98 events 
in 15 winter sport disciplines were held during the Games. 

The 2014 Asian Games, officially known as the XVII Asiad, 
was the largest sporting event in Asia governed by Olympic 
Council of Asia (OCA). It took place in Incheon, Korea’s 
port city, South Korea from September 19 through Oct. 4, 
featuring 439 events in 36 sports. 
Held once every four years, the Pancontinental multi-sport 
event is described as the second largest multi-sport event 
after the Olympic Games. 



www.syncmag.ca |  01st Jan - 31th Jan 2015

Vol 2, Issue 01

41FlashBack 2014

Brazil 2014 FIFA 
World Cup,

12-Jun to 13-Jul

Scotland 2014 
Common-wealth 

Games
23-Jul to 3 Aug-14

The 2014 FIFA World Cup was the 20th FIFA World Cup, the tournament for the association football world championship, 
which took place from 12 June to 13 July 2014. The 32 national teams participated in the tournament. A total of 64 matches 
were played in 12 cities across Brazil. It was the second time that Brazil hosted the competition, the first being in 1950.
Germany won the tournament and took its fourth title; it’s first since the reunification of West and East Germany in 1990, 
by defeating Argentina 1–0 in the final – the same result as the 1990 FIFA World Cup Final. For the first time at World Cup 
finals, match officials used goal-line technology, as well as vanishing foam for free kicks.

The 2014 Commonwealth Games (officially the XX Commonwealth Games) were held in Glasgow, Scotland, from 23 July to 3 
August 2014. It was the largest multi-sport event ever held in Scotland with around 4,950 athletes from 71 different nations 
and territories competing in 18 different sports, outranking the 1970 and 1986 Commonwealth Games in Edinburgh. 
Held in Scotland for the third time, the Games were notable for the successes of the Home Nations of the United Kingdom, with 
England, Wales and hosts Scotland achieving their largest ever gold medal hauls and overall medal hauls at a Commonwealth 
Games. England finished top of the medal table for the first time since the 1986 Commonwealth Games, also held in Scotland. 
Kiribati also won its first ever medal at a Commonwealth Games, a gold in the 105 kg men’s weight lifting competition.
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The Sapphire retail brand was launched through 
its first flagship store at Dolmen Mall Clifton 
Karachi on 5th of December 2014. Indeed 
‘Sapphire’ is a collaborative venture between 
Pakistan’s leading manufacturers of high 
quality textile products, the Sapphire Group 
and fashion designer Khadijah Shah of Élan, who 
is the brands Creative Director. Inspired by the 
rich culture and heritage of the East, the ready 
to wear brand features high quality, refined 
designer products at affordable prices.

Sync Paparazzi Pakistan

Sapphire Group Launch Wear Brand And Flagship In Collaboration
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Sapphire Group Launch Wear Brand And Flagship In Collaboration
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Dairy Of The Month

Swarovski Consumer Goods Business Enters 
The Market In Pakistan

Swarovski, the world-wide leading manufacturer 
of cut crystal, has recently established a new 
distribution partnership with Nishat Linen 
for its Consumer Goods Business in Pakistan, 
Lahore. Swarovski launched in Lahore, Pakistan 
through an exclusive launch held at the Rajbah 
Farmhouse in Raiwind, Lahore. Hosted by 
Anoushey Ashraf, The event was opened with 
speeches from Umer Mansha, CEO Nishat Mills 
Ltd., Honouree Consulate General of Austria, 
Sarmad Amin, followed by a Swarovski Jewellery 
and Accessories showcase. The event concluded 
with a display of fireworks and sky lanterns 
followed by dinner. Makeup and Styling for the 
Swarovski showcase was done by the creative 
team at Nabila – NPRO, show choreography by 
designer Fahad Hussayn, Event Management by 
J&S and Public Relations by Lotus PR. 
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Amitabh Bachchan, Priyanka Chopra, Dia Mirza, 
Sonakshi Sinha, Arjun Kapoor Attend ‘Banega 

Swachh India’ Cleanathon Event
‘Banega Swachh India’, an initiative to clean India and 
ensure hygiene, is getting popular each day. The brand 
ambassador of the campaign, Amitabh Bachchan, and 
journalist Vikram Chandra hosted the 12-hour, live televised 
cleanathon event organised by news channel NDTV and 
hygiene brand Dettol from 9am to 9pm on 14 December. 
The event was graced by many celebs, including Shashi 
Tharoor, Priyanka Chopra, Sonakshi Sinha, Arjun Kapoor, 
Govinda, Dia Mirza, Tusshar Kapoor, Boman Irani and 
Javed Akhtar. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi appreciated Bachchan for 
his live cleanathon “’Banega Swachh India” campaign. 
“I appreciate ndtv and SrBachchan for the ‘Banega Swachh 
India’ campaign, to address aspects related to hygiene 
and sanitation. swachhindia,” Modi tweeted on Sunday. 
“Scale of mobilisation & long term planning make @
swachhindia a distinctive & definitive effort towards Clean 
India. Best wishes #swachhindia,” PM tweeted. Earlier, 
Modi had launched “Swachh Bharat Abhiyan” (“Clean India” 
campaign) on 2 October to make India clean by 2019. 
The campaign also partners with NGOs to construct and 
maintain toilets in India.
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The Little Art Has Organized A 
Children’s Media Conference In Lahore

The Little Art, a non-profit organization for non-formal 
education in Pakistan in partnership with the DeutcheWelle 
Akademie has organized a Children’s Media Conference in 
Lahore from 15th – 20th December at the Faletti’s Hotel. 
The conference aims to promote research on the need of 
children’s programming in Pakistan and to create a network 
of media professionals who wish to produce meaningful 
content for children. 

The conference has been divided into 3 sessions of 2 days each. It has been held to facilitate launch a forum 
to discuss the issues faced in the current media landscape; to develop strategies for implementation of 
children’s programs in Pakistani media; and the realization of a networking platform for media executives 
to establish a Children’s Media Network in the country. The first three days of the conference saw the 
participation of many senior journalists, reporters, documentary and film makers, writers and educationists. 
Mr. Asghar Nadeem Syed, prominent TV content writer had addressed the conference participants and 
provided a clear picture of the history of television programming and the importance of children as a major 
audience. 
Talking about the importance of media’s impact on children, Mr. Asghar Nadeem Syed said, “We have 
forgotten the importance of intellectual growth as a society, the need and want for learning and growth 
has diminished and I believe the media has a major responsibility in reviving the culture of knowledge 
rather than information. Media can especially inculcate creativity and culture amongst children who are 
the future of our society”. 
“Great ideas and literature is being wasted that was once used in old times and had a great impact on 
children”, said Mr. Tanveer Shehzad, senior freelance journalist while participating in the 3rd session of 
the Children’s Media Conference. Participants of the conference during their sessions have been working 
on strategies and ideas on how to develop and expand the network. 
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Sync Wedding

After Salman Khan’s sister’s grand wedding, this year witnessed one more lavish ceremony. Talwalkar 
scion Tejas wedded Malhotra’s niece Rriddhi on Monday at JW Marriott hotel in Mumbai. On her 
pre-wedding sangeet, celebs from tinsel town were spotted at their best. Interestingly, most of the 
B-Town divas were in Manish Malhotra’s designer outfits.
Bollywood hot shots including Kriti Sanon, Malaika Arora Khan with sister Amrita, Karisma Kapoor, 
Parineeti Chopra, Ronit Roy, Imran Khan with wife Avantika, Raveena Tandon, Urmila Matondkar, Karan 
Johar, Farah Khan, David Dhawan, Jitender, Jackie Bhagnani, Jugal Hansraj, Gauri Khan, Ayushmann 
Khurrana, Amisha Patel, Huma Qureshi and many others were snapped at the sangeet ceremony.

Sangeet:
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Bollywood designer Manish Malhotra’s niece Rridhi Malhotra and Tejas Talwalkar tied the nuptial 
knot on 15 December at JW Marriott hotel in Mumbai. The gala reception arranged for Manish’s 
close friends and B-town celebs was a star-studded function.
Many celebs, including Akshay Kumar, Twinkle Khanna, Sridevi, Boney Kapoor, Madhuri Dixit, 
Johnny Lever, Karan Johar, Karishma Kapoor, Urmila Matondkar, Vidya Balan, Juhi Chawla,  
Kriti Sanon, Esha Gupta, Sophie Choudry, Neha Dhupia, Pamela Chopra, David Dhawan, Raveena 
Tandon, Rekha, Ashutosh Gowariker, Padmini Kolhapure, Jugal Hansraj, Shaina NC, Urvashi 
Sharma, Yash Birla, Aditi Deshmukh, Anita Kanwal, and others graced the occasion.

Reception:
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Top 10 Bolywood Movies

Box 
Office 

Positions
Movie Lead

Stars
Directors

India
Nett Collection

in Crores

1

2

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

3

PK

Kick

Bang 
Bang

Singham 
Returns

Holiday

Jai Ho

Ek Villain

2 States

Humpty 
Sharma 

Ki 
Dulhania

Happy 
New Year

Aamir Khan, Anushka Sharma, 
Sanjay Dutt,Sushant Singh Rajput

Salman Khan, Jacqueline Fernan-
dez,Randeep Hooda

Hrithik Roshan, Katrina Kaif

Ajay Devgn, Kareena Kapoor Khan

Akshay Kumar, Sonakshi Sinha

Salman Khan, Daisy Shah

Sidharth Malhotra, Shraddha 
Kapoor, Riteish Deshmukh

Arjun Kapoor, Alia Bhatt

Alia Bhatt, Varun Dhawan

Shah Rukh Khan, Deepika 
Padukone,Abhishek Bachchan, 

Sonu Sood, Boman Irani, 
Vivaan Shah

Rajkumar Hirani

Sajid Nadiadwala

Siddharth Anand

Rohit Shetty

A.R. Murugadoss

Sohail Khan

Mohit Suri

Abhishek Varman

Shashank Khaitan

Farah Khan

236.50*

233.00

181.03

141.00

112.65

111.00

105.50

104.00

76.81

203.30

As 2014 comes to an end, we have combined a list of the Bollywood movies that stood out by a mile.
Here is the list of Top 10 Bollywood Movies 2014 by Box Office collection in India so far by Net Collections it doesn’t 
include overseas collection
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Top 10 Hollywood Movies

Box 
Office 

Positions
Movie Lead

Stars
Directors Nett Collection

1

2

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

3

Guardians of 
The Galaxy

Mockingjay 
Part 1

The Lego 
Movie  

Transformers: 
Age of

Extinction

Maleficent

X-Men: Days 
of Future Past 

Dawn of the 
Planet of the 

Apes 

The Amazing 
Spider-Man 2

Godzilla

Captain 
America: The 
Winter Soldier 

Chris Pratt, Vin Diesel, Bradley 
Cooper, Zoe Saldana

Jennifer Lawrence, Josh 
Hutcherson, Liam Hemsworth, 

Woody Harrelson

Will Arnett, Elizabeth Banks, Alison 
Brie, David Burrows 

Mark Wahlberg, Nicola Peltz, Jack 
Reynor, Stanley Tucci

Angelina Jolie, Elle Fanning, 
Sharlto Copley, Lesley Manville

Patrick Stewart, Ian McKellen, 
Hugh Jackman, James McAvoy

Gary Oldman, Keri Russell, Andy 
Serkis, Kodi Smit-McPhee

Andrew Garfield, Emma Stone, 
Jamie Foxx, Paul Giamatti

Aaron Taylor-Johnson, Elizabeth 
Olsen, Bryan Cranston, Ken 

Watanabe

Chris Evans, Samuel L. Jackson, 
Scarlett Johansson,

Robert Redford

James Gunn

Francis Lawrence

Phil Lord, Christopher 
Miller

Michael Bay

Robert Stromberg

Bryan Singer

Matt Reeves

Marc Webb

Gareth Edwards

Anthony Russo, Joe 
Russo

$332.7 million*

 $289.4 million*

$257.8 million

$245.4 million

$241.4 million

$233.9 million

$208.5 million

$202.9 million

 $200.7 million

 $259.8 million

As 2014 comes to an end, we have combined a list of the  Hollywood movies that stood out by a mile.
The top 10 highest-grossing movies at the domestic box office (U.S. and Canada) this year as of December 21, 2014. 
Titles still in theaters have an asterisk next to their gross.
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Bollywood Top 10 Songs

Pakistani Top 10 Songs

As 2014 comes to an end, we have combined a list of the Bollywood songs that stood out by a mile.
Here is a list, in no particular order, of our top 10 picks for songs of 2014.

As 2014 comes to an end, we have combined a list of the Pakistani songs that stood out by a 
mile.
With Strings taking over as producers of Coke Studio and mega stars like Rahat Fateh Ali 
releasing his solo album ‘Back2love’, the year was full of hits and misses.
However, credit must be given to young acts like Jimmy Khan, Sibti & Spoonful and Naseer & 
Shahab for releasing some fresh music. And the likes of Zoe Viccaji and Abbas Ali Khan for 
actually having the courage to release whole albums when releasing singles has become the 
trend in Pakistani music industry.

Baby Doll  

Ghoongat 

Tharki Chokro

Meena 

Galiya

Nadya

Mileya Mileya

Phir Mili Tanhai

ManwaLaage

Zaruri Tha 

Saanson Ko

Sanwre

Sawaan Aaya 
Hai

Mujhay Baar 
Baar 

Bang Bang

Sab Akho Ali  Ali 

Lovely

Badnaam

Superman

Ghalti Mein Shta 

1

1

6

6

2

2

7

7

3

3

8

8

4

4

9

9

5

5

10

10

MMS 
2 

PK

Ek 
Villian

Happy 
Ending

Happy 
New 
Year

Zid

Happy 
New 
Year

Tevar

Creature 
3D

Bang 
Bang

Kanika Kapoor, 
Meet Bros 

Anjjan

Mekaal Hasan Band

The Sketches Zoe Viccaji Fariha Pervez  ft Saad 
Sultan and Rizwan 

Anwar

Asrar Ft Aamir Zaki Naseer & Shahab

Jimmy Khan Rahat Fateh Ali Khan Abbas Ali Khan Sibti & Spoonful

Swaroop Khan

Ankit Tiwari

Rekha Bhardwaj, 
JigarSaraiya, 
PriyaSaraiya

Arijit Singh, 
Shreya 

Ghoshal

Arijit Singh

Arijit Singh

Benny Dayal, 
Neeti Mohan

Kanika Kapoor, 
Ravindra, 

Miraya, Fateh

Wajid
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PREMIERE OF ‘3 BAHADUR’

Waadi Animation announced their core partners and synergies and 
premiered a ‘First Look’ of their debut film ‘3 Bahadur’ at an exclusive 
event held at Nueplex Cinemas in Karachi on 23rd December 2014. 
Waadi Animations is set to release Pakistan’s first animated full 
length super hero film ‘3 Bahadur’ [#3Bahadur] in May 2015.
3 Bahadur is a quintessential Pakistani story – replete with unlikely 
heroes, menacing villains, fumbling thugs, dark horses, and moments 
of triumph and bouts of despair. Packed with action, comedy and 
heart rendering moments, the film is an epic journey of friendship, 
teamwork and courage and aims to inspire the next generation to 
realize that they too hold the power to change the future of Pakistan.
The event concluded with a media address by Sharmeen Obaid 
Chinoy, Creative Director for 3 Bahadur, announcing that Waadi 
Animations will be launching a dedicated website for ‘3 Bahadur’ 
which will showcase detailed information on the film, its story 
and characters and downloadable content such as photos, music 
and exclusive behind-the-scenes videos. Waadi Animations is also 
working on a ‘3 Bahadur’ smartphone video game for Android, 
Windows and iOS based platforms. In addition to this, Waadi 
Animations will also be launching a ‘3 Bahadur’ Children’s Book and 
weekly Comic Strips Series which will showcase side adventures of 
the ‘3 Bahadur’ gang fighting issues that the common Pakistani man 
faces on a daily basis. This unprecedented promotional engagement 
will commence from January 2015. 
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PK
Director: Rajkumar Hirani
Cast: Aamir Khan, Anushka Sharma, Sanjay Dutt and
Sushant Singh Rajput 

Reel Review

Rajkumar Hirani’s first film in five years is a warm, funny and piercingly provocative satire that should blow the blues away. 
PK, buoyed by a magnificent script and outstanding acting all around, is an uplifting fantasy that springs a surprise at every 
turn but never overplays its hand.  It comes as close to storytelling perfection as any mainstream Hindi movie has done in 
living memory. It has great songs, beautifully filmed musical set pieces, brilliant pacing and nary a moment that flags. 
PK is out to provoke but not to shock. As a cinematic send-up on Gods true and fake, PK pulls no punches at all and speaks its 
mind like a carefree child that has just learnt to talk and make sense of the world. But this hard-hitting critique of all that 
ails a nation that seems to have lost its human moorings and is in blind pursuit of false panaceas remains good-natured all 
the way through. The screenplay by Hirani and Abhijat Joshi demands a degree of willing suspension of disbelief, especially 
when it comes to a few of the pivotal coincidences that drive the narrative. 
PK is propelled primarily by Aamir Khan’s delightfully droll superstar turn as a nameless seer from outer space who is 
stranded on Planet Earth - in Rajasthan and Delhi to be precise. This is an unlikely saga of an alien who lands in the desert 
completely naked like a new-born baby and then proceeds to acquire the ways of human adults in a bid to survive in a hostile 
environment & dares to challenge the societal and religious structures that encourage bigotry and distrust.
Anushka Sharma, playing a feisty poetry-loving girl who knows her mind far more than most Hindi film heroines are allowed 
to, holds her own against Aamir Khan. Do watch out for Ranbir Kapoor - a little icing on a cake so appetizing that it will have 
you clamoring for more. PK is a winner all the way, a film that Raj Kapoor, Bimal Roy and Guru Dutt would have been proud 
of had they been alive. Rajkumar Hirani is without a doubt their most worthy standard-bearer. 
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